
A Labor of Love  by Pastor Becky Goche

There have been many changes taking place at English Lutheran 
Church (ELC). Over the summer, three of our staff resigned includ-
ing Niki Pohnl, Roxie Flaten, and Irene TenEyck. We rejoice that they 
continue to be a part of our faith community, and we grieve losing their
ministry work among us.

The Vision Board has been discerning where the Holy Spirit is leading and how to best 
meet the ministry needs of ELC. While we could look at this time of transition and change 
through the lens of scarcity and fear, what if we were instead to look at it as a time of op-
portunity to remember who we are and the abundance God has given to this congregation?

In 1 Thessalonians, the Apostle Paul writes to the church about “constantly remembering
before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope 
in our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 1:3). Paul remembers who the people of the church 
are, how they came to faith, and how far they’ve come; he remembers their courage, their 
joy and their generosity. These words are meant for us, too. We of English Lutheran can 
look back over our 124 (and counting!) years and remember our courage, our joy and our 
generosity. We can look forward in hope and imagine how we of English Lutheran will live 
out our life in Jesus. 

Our “labor of love” has been and will continue to be central to our life together in Jesus.
A “labor of love” is less about physical work and more about paying attention to the needs
around us. Of course, there will be work involved because love is an action. Our ELC faith
ancestors labored in love, side-by-side through many changes. We can remember and cel-
ebrate how they expressed their faith as we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, the one whom we 
are to imitate as we serve one another in love.
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in the World

Grace to you and peace from God, 
our loving Parent, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Continuing to para-
phrase the apostle Paul, I thank 
God every time I think of you, pray-
ing with joy for all of you, and all 
that you do in serving Jesus Christ! 
My friends, what you are about 
as members of English Lutheran 
Church is substantial and I thank 
God for all the ways you worship, 
and help our young people grow in 
faith, and reach out into our com-
munity and world with God’s love 
and mercy and concern. 

Besides giving thanks for all of you, 
I am also writing to give an update 
on our giving to this point of the 
year. Summer, in addition to all the 
wonderful opportunities to travel, 
and be in God’s creation, usually 
brings a decrease in giving to the 
congregation. And, this year is no 
exception. Our giving is down this 
year; not just compared to giving 
this time last year, but also in re-
gards to our mission plan (budget). 

continued on page 4
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Beginning Level Bells
We know you want to play 
bells, and now’s your chance! 
English will be offering a 
beginning level experience 
for those of you who want to 
play. I’d like to encourage you 
to use your musical talent to 
praise God in this amazing way. 

Rehearsals will begin 
Wednesday September 14 

5:00 - 5:45 p.m. 
music room

Everyone is welcome. We 
could use eight plus 
members to make a go of it. 
This is open to all ages and I’d 
like to encourage those with 
interest to give it a try. It is a lot 
of fun! 

English Ringers
The passion the English 
Ringers have for music shows 
in their dedication and hard 
work, making bells a highlight 
of the week for all involved.

Rehearsals will begin 
Wednesday September 14 

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
music room

We are always looking for 
more people to play as subs 
or regular members and begin 
our season in September. 
Consider joining us if you can. 
The opportunity to play in 
church is certainly enjoyed by 
everyone. We are truly blessed!

Ring ‘dem bells to the glory of God!
Jim Knutson, director

jim@firstlu.org 608 498 8829
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Worship Times
Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday 8:30 a.m. and 10:45

 

The VIP (Voices in Praise) 
Choir rehearsal begins

September 7
at 5:45 p.m. 

in the sanctuary

Please join if you enjoy 
singing with a great 

group of singers!

VIP Choir sings in worship
September 18

October 16
November 6

December 24 at 5:00 p.m.
Each year we celebrate St. Francis 
of Assisi who had a strong connec-
tion to animals and the natural world 
with a service that includes our 
beloved pets.

All creatures, great and small, and 
their special human beings are 

invited to join us in the Bell Tower 
Courtyard (outside the Fellowship 
Hall doors) for a short service and 
a blessing of each animal. 

In the event of rain or extremely hot 
weather, we will move inside the 
Fellowship Hall entry.

Choir ScheduleVIP

Blessing of the Animals

SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 2
1:00 p.m.

English 
Bell Choirs
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CHURCH OFFICE
main phone  ................... 784-9335
direct line........................ 784-8876

SENIOR PASTOR
Pastor Mark Kvale ...............ext 205
pastormark@englishlutheran.org

ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Pastor Becky Goche ............ext 301
pastorbecky@englishlutheran.org

DIRECTOR of YOUTH and  FAMILY
Kristen Arends .....................ext 207 
kristen@englishlutheran.org

DIRECTOR of MUSIC
Trevor DuPey ......................ext 303
trevor@englishlutheran.org

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR
Jim Knutson ..................... 498-8829
jim@firstlu.org

ORGANIST/PIANIST
Luke Thering

WORSHIP TECHNOLOGY
Jarod Griswold
sanctuary@englishlutheran.org

OFFICE MANAGER 
Jennifer Jones .....................ext 201
jennifer@englishlutheran.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Carol Robertson ..................ext 202 
carol@englishlutheran.org

BUILDING MAINTENANCE 
Dane Melby
maintenance@englishlutheran.org
608-881-1177

Youth Opportunities
SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS - Sunday, September 11
Classes for pre-kindergarten through 6th grade
Sunday mornings, 9:45-10:30 a.m.
Rally Day on Sept.11 as part of ELC’s Fall Kick-Off!  See article on page 6.
It’s not too late to register your students or volunteer. 
Registration forms can be found at the Welcome Center or online.

P.A.C.K BEGINS - Friday, September 30
Faith and Fellowship Nights for 4th - 6th grade
Friday evenings, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION NIGHT - Wednesday, Sept. 7
Parents please attend orientation night. 
Classes are typically for students 7th - 9th grade. 
Wednesday evenings, 6:15-7:30 p.m.
Registration can be found online and in the welcome center.

YOUTH NIGHT
Sunday, September 18
7th - 12th grade
Sunday evenings, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Minute to Win-It Games. Middle 
School vs. High School! 
Devotions and Dinner

Contact Kristen Arends at kristen@englishlutheran.org for any questions 
about Sunday School, confirmation or other youth events.

Fall Kick-Off 

Sunday School Kick Off & Rally Day
Sunday, September 11

9:45 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. – Potluck Lunch
12:30 p.m. – God’s Work Our Hands 

Service opportunities for all!

See article on page 5

Trunk or Treat

Saturday, October 29
6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p m 

Join us for dinner, Halloween games 
and trunk or treating!

ALL CHURCH EVENTS
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Hello Members! 
Summer sweltering will soon give 
way to fall sweaters. Efforts to 
improve the health and beauty of 
the church yard and grounds 
continue to bear fruit thanks to 
volunteers like YOU! Thank you! 

For September and October we are 
asking member volunteers to move 
this mission forward on 

Wednesday mornings 
9:00 a.m.- noon.

Please just show up (weather 
permitting) and there will be light-
duty tasks in stewardship of our little 

corner of God’s Green Earth. Bring 
some work gloves and maybe a 
hand pruner/trimmer for fellowship, 
poking, prodding, sprucing, 
trimming, weeding and all the 
good stuff that feeds the soul!

Dane Melby

Gifts, Memorials 
and Pastoral Acts

PIANO FUND
In Memory of: Ron Rogers by 
 Paul and Lorie Mo, Eric and Lynette  
 Ender, Keith and Linda Hall, John  
 and Sarah Herath, Howard and   
 Nancy Mills, Kent and Mary Sween,  
 Ruth Kuntz, Al and Dee Schilling,  
 DeLaney Gilster, Gail Saltz, M.E  
 and R.L. Mickelson, Kathy Slindee,  
 Julie Keitel, Bill and Karen 
 Newburg, Lou Wuensch, Jean   
 Drulis, Karen Guptill, John and   
 Ardus Cleveland, David and Denise  
 Strudthoff, Billi Eggerud, and the  
 Seekers Bible Study Group.

UNDESIGNATED
In Memory of: Mary Key by Marc and  
 Dianne Patterson and Stanley and  
 Cecilia Berg.
In Memory of: Delores “Dorie” Boehlke  
 by Pat Blanchard, Roger and 
 Belinda Boehlke, Lou Wuensch,  
 Hoffman Planning, Inc., Ruth Olson,  
 Ann G. Fluekiger, Philip and Susan  
 Varnum, and Gary and Tami   
 Boehlke.
In Honor of Finn Napierala’s baptism  
 by the Matthews

BAPTISMS
07/09 .. Owen Joe Ledvina, son of Ryan  
 and Taylor Ledvina
07/09 .. Laine Kay Cochran, daughter of  
 Ian and Kennedy Cochran
07/10 .. Evan Michael Hytry, son of  
 Ryan and Jessica Hytry

MARRIAGES
08/20 .. Cody Greene and Ashley   
 Kurash

Stewards of the Earth

Dear Siblings cont'd. from front pg. 

As of the end of July, we are 
about $86000 behind in our 
mission plan. This deficit reflects 
both a decrease in giving and 
a number of unanticipated 
expenses regarding the steward-
ship and care of our building. 

Dear friends, it is good and im-
portant that we respond to this 
challenge, knowing that we can-
not out give a God who has given 
us everything in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus, who tells us, “Do not be 
afraid, little flock, for it is your Fa-
ther’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom.” (Luke 12.32)

If you are behind in your giving 
for the year, please take this time 
to ‘catch up.’ If you feel called 
to give more, please do so. If 
you are a member of English 
and have never made a financial 
contribution, now is a great time 
to start!

Please visit our website at 
www.englishlutheran.org and 
click on the serve/give tab. From 
there you will find links to help 
you give directly to the general 
operating fund, set up automatic 
withdrawals, give by text, among 
other ways to give.

Not a day goes by that I thank 
God for the tremendous impact 
you are making here at English 
Lutheran Church and the 
profound love of Jesus that you 
model and reflect back into the 
world!

Psalm 33 is one of my new favor-
ite psalms, which ends with these 
words: “Our soul waits for the 
Lord; he is our help and shield. 
Our heart is glad in him, because 
we trust in his holy name. Let your 
steadfast love, O Lord, be upon 
us, even as we hope in you.”

Soli Deo Gloria 
(To God alone the glory)!

Pastor Mark Kvale
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To help kick-off our fall programming (a.k.a. Rally 
Day), English Lutheran will be participating with 
other Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA) congregations across the country for 
“God’s work. Our hands.” on the weekend of 
SEPTEMBER 10 and 11.

“God’s work. Our hands.” is an opportunity to 
celebrate who we are as ELCA — one church, 
freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor. 
Throughout the ELCA we witness the love and 
concern God’s people have for one another. 
Congregations like ours, support ministries that 
assist vulnerable people in their communities.

“God’s work. Our hands.” is one way for us to 
strengthen our relationship with God, nurture our 
relationships with each other, and help build a 
connection with our local community. Ways you 
and your family can help serve people in our com-
munity during this weekend include:
 • On Saturday, September 10 at Riverside   
  Park, you can help answer questions and   
  share a bit about English Lutheran with 
  people who may be searching for a 
  welcoming church home at the Pride in the  
  Park event. Visit our website or call the office  
  to sign up.

 • Participate in the Minnesota Vikings vs. Green  
  Bay Packers Food Challenge and bring non- 
  perishable food items to church and place  
  on your team’s table. No matter which team  
  wins, you are helping feed hungry people in  
  La Crosse because all donations go to Wafer  
  Food Pantry.
 • Purchase and bring pairs of men’s tube socks  
  to church for the “What I Need Now” (WINN)  
  Mobile Ministry to the Homeless. The WINN  
  van will be on display in between services on  
  Sunday where you can learn more about their  
  ministry to people who are homeless.
 • Be a part of group of people who “adopt” a  
  Sunday school or Confirmation class for the  
  school year – pray for them, write the students  
  and their teachers notes of encouragement,  
  bring them treats, and so on. More informa 
  tion will be shared in between services during  
  fellowship time.
 • If you and your family have other ideas of 
  how our church can serve people in our 
  community, please share them with us!

Labor of Love cont'd from front page

Now is the time to lift up and put 
to work the abundance that God 
has bestowed upon this congrega-
tion through the gifts given to each 
one of us.

We need people who are willing to 
share their gifts and volunteer to 
serve as Sunday school 
teachers, nursery helpers, 

confirmation guides, and care min-
isters for our home bound mem-
bers. We also need people to serve 
during our worship services as ush-
ers, lectors, worship coordinators, 
altar ministry, music leaders, and 
tech booth helpers. Perhaps there 
are other needs that you see?

If you are willing to labor in love 
as you share the gifts God has 
given you by serving in one of 
ELC’s ministries, please contact 
the church office or any ELC staff.

In between services on Sunday, September 11 
(about 9:30 am – 10:30 am) 

Everyone is invited to gather in the 
Fellowship Hall for beverages, breakfast snacks, 

and conversation. We hope to see you.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Bethlehem Event Returns

This tremendously popular event, staged 
and featured at English Lutheran Church 
will return on December 17 and 18, 2022.

As is often stated, “It takes a village to raise 
(and staff) a village.”

In order to turn our fellowship hall into the 
The Bethlehem Event we will need ap-
proximately 2000 volunteer hours from our 
church members to create The Bethlehem 
Event and to staff the city for the enjoyment 
of approximately 4000 visitors. These visi-
tors include over 300 Lutheran confirmands 
and their guides that will tour our village.

Staffing requires a number 
of coordinator positions 
to help direct each as-
signment. While we will 
need help in moving and 
construction, there are also 
need for moving props, 
food preparations, costum-
ing, role playing, guest as-
sisting, entertainment in the 
church while people wait, 
tending to the Bethlehem 
store, caring for animals, 
and many other roles. Of course, in addition 
to the village people we will need a number 
of very young babies and their parents for 
the roles of baby Jesus, Mary and Joseph.

The intention of the work in the fellowship 
hall is to recreate the feeling of Bethlehem 
at the time of the birth of baby Jesus.  

A 70’ x 14’ mural that includes city streets, 
an grand entry to the city of Bethlehem, a 
typical house and the opportunity to peek 
inside the city walls serves as the backdrop 
for the indoor re-creation of Bethlehem. 
Goat herders — with live goats — gold-
smiths, perfumers, cheese makers, carpen-
ters, tent makers, bakers and other towns-
people take part in retelling what happened. 
Planners rely on historical accuracy and 
detail to make the re-creation of the first 
Christmas a memorable experience. 

There will be a Bethlehem Fair that will 
provide more information and also sign up 
sheets for members to select where they 
would like to help. A classic example of 
many hands make for light work. The date 
for this event will be determined and shared 
with the congregation accordingly.

Pete Bemis  


