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The SEASON of ADVENT and CHRISTMAS
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et}lﬂéhem Fvent

EXPERIENCE the JOURNEY

We are well on the journey to
Bethlehem 2025!

Thank you so much to everyone that has
helped so far. As we get closer to
December 13 and 14, your help is still
needed. There are positions open for
costumes, construction and food before
the event and cast and non-cast the week-
end of the event. Please visit the church
website https://www.englishlutheran.org/
bethlehem.html or the whiteboard in the
narthex to sign up.

Reservations are required for all to visit
the village. Sign up for English Lutheran
members can be found on the church web-
site beginning November 1. Non-members
can reserve after November 15.

Mary Fitzpatrick and Pamela Strittmater,
this year's co-chairs, cannot thank
everyone enough for your participation.

It takes a village to create a village and all
together we are doing God's work with our
hands!

See more on back page.

Dean Sistews and Sicthews in Chiist,

“I thank my God every time | remember you, con-
stantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers
for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel ’{
from the first day until now. | am confident of this, !
that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to
completion by the day of Jesus Christ.”

}I ..';q_.

iy

— Philippians 1:3-6

As | wrap up my time serving as your Senior Pastor, and as | tran-
sition to my new call as pastor of Augustana Lutheran Church in
Boone, lowa, | am filled with gratitude. Thank you for the love and
support shown Ann and me during my ministry among you. Please
forgive the times that | may have fallen short of our expectations
for ministry together. | offer my forgiveness to you for the times you
fell short as well. For the ministry we have shared, | give you my
thanks.

Soli Deo Gloria (To God alone the Glory)
Lastor Nak Fale

IN CHRIST

We \Welcome, \Worship ¢axv/ork

IN THE WORLD
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December
\orship Times

DECEMBER 6 and 7
- Saturday 5:00 p.m
- Sunday 8:30 and 10:45 a.m.

DECEMBER 13 and 14

The Bethlehem Event

- no Saturday worship

- Sunday 8:30 a.m. only
no 10:45 a.m. worship

DECEMBER 20 and 21
- Saturday 5:00 p.m.
- Sunday 8:30 a.m.
- Sunday 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Christmas Program

DECEMBER 24

Christmas Eve

- 3:00 p.m. family/child friendly
- 5:00 p.m. traditional with choir
- 10:00 p.m. Christmas Vespers

DECEMBER 25
Christmas Day
- 9:30 a.m. worship in Bethlehem

DECEMBER 28

- no Saturday worship

- Sunday 9:30 a.m. only
Lessons and Carols
no 10:45 a.m. worship

- J
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CELEBRATED NOVEMBER 1 AND 2

We will celebrate All Saints Sunday at all
services. This is a time to remember and
give thanks for those who have gone before
us, as well as those who are just beginning
their new life in Christ through the waters
of baptism. At all worship services, we will
light candles and ring bells as the names

of those saints who have died over the past
year are read. We will also name those who
have been baptized at English Lutheran in
the past year.

During each service, there will be a time to
light a candle in memory of a loved one.

BEGINS NOVEMBER 29 AND 30

The new church year begins with the Sea-
son of Advent on the weekend of November
29 and 30. In Advent, we watch and wait for
the coming of Jesus as a baby in a manger

— the One who is called Emmanuel — God is
with us (Matthew 1:23).

It is our tradition at English Lutheran to
light one candle of the Advent wreath each
week, until all the candles are lit on Christ-
mas Eve. We invite you — as families or
friends — to help light the candles and lead
us in a short prayer at each of our worship
services. If you are interested in helping,
please contact the church office to sign up.

Youth Chime Choir

will play at both worship services, November 16.

/

KIDS! Sc\ve tHe dottesS

-

-

Please join us to celebrate our Savior's birth.

Contact Lori Moe to participate: 612-998-2925, paulandlorimoe@gmail.com

\

All Sunday school aged kids
are invited to sing in our
Children's Choir 3:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Service.

We will practice from 4:30 p.m.
to 5:00 p.m December 10
and December 17.
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November 29 — December 15

Christmas is just around the corner
and the Ministry Council invites you
to consider alternative gift giving
this year. Beginning the weekend
after Thanksgiving (November 29),
a tree with an assortment of gift tags
on it will be set up near the church
office. The English Lutheran Church
Giving Tree provides opportunities
to consider our neighbors in need
during the 2025 Advent season —
either to ELCA World Hunger/Good
Gifts, or to families in our commu-
nity from Emerson Elementary and
Hope Restores.

ELCA Good Gifts include such
things as honeybees, chicks, seeds
and tools, vaccinations, and much
more! These gifts, given in honor of
your loved ones, will go to people in
need throughout the world.

Click on link - https://goodgifts.
elca.org/page/72439/shop/1

or type in your browser
goodgifts.elca.org

You can also be a part of helping a
family from Emerson Elementary
and Hope Restores have a better
Christmas by purchasing a gift or
gift card they have requested.

There will be more specific informa-
tion available once the tree goes up.

Please note that all gifts
and gift cards need to be
brought to the church on
or before December 15.

Thank you for supporting ELCA’s
Good Gifts, and for making Christ-
mas special for these families from
our community.

COMMUNION FUND

In honor of: Tom and Ann Monson's
wedding anniversary
by Howard and Nancy Mills

BUILDING FUND

In memory of: Charles Johnson
by Duane and Beth Johnson

GIFTS, MEMORIALS AND PASTORAL ACTS

BAPTISMS
10/12 .. Miles Jacob Skifton,
son of Joshua and Jacie Skifton

DEATHS

We extend the sympathy of the Gospel to
Linda Zoerb on the death of her father,
John Zoerb, who passed away on October 8.

NEW MEMBERS
Dino and Kim Ghelfi, Cathleen Morris,
and Joshua and Jacie Skifton

CHURCH OFFICE
main phone ................... 784-9335

ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Pastor Becky Goche............ ext 203
pastorbecky@englishlutheran.org

DIRECTOR of MUSIC
Trevor DUp€j....ccceeeeeeeeecnnee, ext 303
trevor@enaglishlutheran.org

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR
Jim Knutson..................... 498-8829

jim@firstlu.org

ORGANIST/PIANIST
Luke Thering

DIRECTOR of FAITH FORMATION
Jared Kronback ................... ext 204
jared@englishlutheran.org

KITCHEN COORDINATOR
Niki Pohnl
kitchen@enalishlutheran.org

WORSHIP TECHNOLOGY
Jarod Griswold
sanctuary@englishlutheran.org

OFFICE MANAGER
Jennifer Jones.........cc.......... ext 201
iennifer@enalishlutheran.org

CARING MINISTRIES COORDINATOR
Carol Robertson .................. ext 202
carol@englishlutheran.org

BUILDING MAINTENANCE
Dane Melby .............. 608-881-1177
maintenance@englishlutheran.org
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%)C AROL ROBERTSON Living in Response to God’s Generosity

It might sound strange to welcome Carol
Robertson to English Lutheran, after all,
Carol has been an amazing part of our

ministry for a number of years. Neverthe-
less, Carol is taking on a new role with us

This fall, we begin a five-week As we move toward Consecration
journey called “God’s Generosity.” Sunday on November 23, I invite you
Each Sunday we’ll explore the count-  to worship, pray, and reflect on God’s
less ways God pours out blessings—in  generosity in yvour own life. Together,

Coordinator of Cari S creation, in grace, in the gospel, we will celebrate what God is doing in
as the Coordinator of Caring Ministries. In | *though the saints, and in our daily ~ and through English Lutheran Church.
this new position, Carol will be supervising lives.

visitation to members in the hospital, shut- With gratitude and hope
ins, nursing/care homes, and general mem- Everything we have comes from Pastor Mark Kvale

ber visits, including when the pastors are
not available. She will be provide support
at the time of death including bereavement
support and follow up visits, calls, and
cards for grieving families and individuals.
Carol will assist members as they transition

God’ s generous hand. Stewardship
1s our faithful response to that abun-
dance—how we use our time,
talents, and resources to share
God’s love with others.

through different levels of care. She will -

coordinate the prayer

chain, provide follow Ve

up with new members,

and help find support i -
groups, and recruit and = Year—End GlVng

train caring ministers.

To be included on your 2025 contribution statement, offerings in cash or check
must be received in the church office no later than Tuesday, December 30. Of-
fice hours are 8:30-1:30. Our office is closed on December 31 for the New Year
holiday.

English Lutheran is grateful for you and all
your gifts, Carol!
Pastor Mark Kvale

Online contributions should be made by Friday, December 26 to be included

. for 2025, giving our provider time to process and deposit your offering to the
TH@ TURK@& \8 BO\C/K church’s bank account by December 31. Give online at our website.

and needs your support!

On behalf of our church community, we extend our deepest gratitude for your
generous spirit and support! Your giving truly blesses the life of our congrega-

We are.again tion, and allows us to further our mission of spreading God’s love in our com-
collecting green beans, munity. Thank you for your continued faithfulness and kindness!
cranberry sauce and \_ )
fruit punch for
La Crosse's
ity Thanksgiving Di . - .
sommunty Thanksglving Binner NOtlfy Church Office Please let the office know (608-784
Industrial -sized ferred : : ! W {pUe-fos
[ CuStia “Blzed cans are preterre When in the Hospital 9335) if you or a loved one is in either
if you can find them .
o of the area hospitals. The Pastors
‘ _ _ Gundersen/Emplify is no longerbe  would like to be able to minister to you
The display will be in the able to let us know when a memberis  during an illness and include you, if
Narthex November 1to 24. in the hospital. Mayo Hospital has not  you wish, in the prayers on Sundays
been able to inform us for quite afew  or on the weekly Prayer Chain.

Your continued support is much years. Thank you.

appreciated!

J




Sunday School

Sunday School started off with Rally
Sunday on September 7. With 63 kids
registered,it has been a busy fall!

Please say thank you to the following:
Teachers:
* 2 and 3 year-olds
— Maddie Sweeney
* PreK and Kindergarten
— Trudy Smith
* First and Second Grades
— Sara Olson and Sandra Hansen
* Third and Fourth Grade
— Beth Hall and Kayla Anderson
* Fifth and Sixth Grade
— Jessica Malpica & Ben Stepanek
Classroom Helpers:
* Kerith Reinemer, Pippa Jackson and
Lydia Hansen

Sunday School

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

December 21
10:45 a.m. worship
“Live from Bethlehem”
Directed by Kayla Anderson

No Sunday School December 28
for Christmas break.

If you are interested in inter genera-
tional ministry, Faith Webs connects
youth and adults through meaning-
ful relationships and community
building. Although there is a small
fund raising element, the heart of
Faith Webs is growing in faith
together across generations.

The older youth students can par-
ticipate in a servant adventure trip
at Lutheran Lakeside in Spirit Lake,
IA, which consists of service, adven-
ture, and fun! The younger students
can attend a week of camp at Sugar
Creek Bible Camp!

Ann Kvale,
Children's Ministry

kwtis will be the last Voice

icle | write for English :
Luthér.an Asyou know,

¥ Pastor Mark has taken a new
call and we will be leaving

“English Lutheran Church.
I 'Vvould just like to say thank you
to all the wonderful famllles here
a‘t English who have helped to

" make my work very enjoyable!
| will miss you and wish you all
the best.

']'.-I'I"'
May you continue to grow in
God’s love.
Sincerely,
Ann Kvale

JOUTH eVents

CONFIRMATION DATES
7th, and 8th Grades
reg. meetings, 6:15 - 7:30
November5
Parent/Caring Adult Night

November 12
Student-Driven Sessions

November 19
Student-Driven Sessions
November 26
no class - Thanksgiving

December 3 and 10 —
Bethlehem

YOUTH NIGHTS and PACK
November 14
Night Hike

December 12
Rotary Lights Tour

Contact Jared Kronback

with any questions
or for more information!

Jared Kronback,
Director of
Faith Formation
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OUR VISION
BY THE GRACE OF GOD,
ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH

SHALL BE A HEALTHY,
MISSION-FOCUSED
CONGREGATION "/

6087849335
www.englishlutheran.org

THEJ‘U‘—LIQ‘I\\/

et}llléhem Fvent

EXPERIENCE the JOURNEY

Bethlehem Costumes

We're looking for people with ironing boards
and irons that can help get costumes ready!
Contact Jean Marie Walsh at (608) 615-8065
or macapplediva@icloud.com

for more information and when we'll begin.

W)

welcome Statement

The faith community of English Lutheran
Church is rooted in Christ and committed
to living life generously.

We celebrate diversity of sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity, race, ethnicity, age,
economic status, marital status, physical
or mental ability.

We are united in the Holy Spirit as we
embrace our differences. We welcome
all as we strive to be a community
equipped for God's mission in the world.

We invite you to join us as we seek to
promote racial equity, social and eco-
nomic justice, and care for our environ-
ment. Wherever you are on your faith
journey, there is a place for you here.
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