
Birds, Covid and Isolation by Pastor Becky Goche

In the days leading up to the busiest week of the church year – Holy 
Week, I tested positive for Covid. I isolated in two rooms of our house. 
Cheryl even moved furniture and electronics to create a make-shift 
sitting room for me. She also made sure that I had comfort foods, lots 
of tea, and plenty of Kleenex.

I kept the windows open to create better airflow. At night, a barred owl 
would serenade me to sleep with their sing-song call: “Who cooks for 
you, who cooks for you all.” In the morning, a cardinal would awaken me with a melodi-
ous, “cheer, cheer, cheer.” Soon another would join in and then a robin who would add 
their song, “cheerily, cheer up, cheer up, cheerily, cheer up.” The Tufted Titmouse then 
added another layer to the mix with their fast-repeated, clear whistle: “peter-peter-peter.” 
Throughout the day I heard a variety of birds’ songs. While I know they weren’t singing 
just for me, they did lift my spirits.

Birds can bring us happiness in so many ways. They can provide us with inspiration, moti-
vation and solace. Birds are named in many stories of the Bible. Starting in the beginning 
with the creation story through the stories that Jesus tells his followers about the value of 
sparrows and ultimately of humans, birds have flapped their way through God’s story and 
our story.

Many of you know that I adore birds. I enjoy sharing my passion with others because we 
need to care about birds not only because they bring delight and color to our lives, but also 
because caring about them is a powerful measure of how we value all of God’s natural 
world. We are in relationship not only with God and the people around us, but also with the 
natural world.

Whether you’re looking for a lift or are in desperate need of distraction, I encourage you to 
step outside and simply listen to the birds. Who knows what they may say to you?
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Mental Health Awareness Month 
has been observed in May in the 
United States since 1949. With 
so many extra stressors and 
trauma related to the COVID, 
Ministry Council will be promot-
ing information and support re-
lated to mental health concerns, 
in connection with the national 
awareness campaign.

The event will be open to the 
congregation and the broader 
community.

Plans are being developed 
to host a speaker 

at English Lutheran 
on May 18 at 7:00 p.m. 

to help inform our 
understanding of mental 

health issues and concerns.
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Worship Times
Saturday 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday 8:30 and 10:45 a.m.

MAY 29 - AUGUST 28
Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:30 a.m.

See article at right.
Children’s Milestone Service and
Spring Celebration Lunch for all

Sunday, May 22 - 10:45 service
The Sunday School classes will be sharing their faith milestones. 

After worship everyone is invited to stay for a fun and free lunch 
to celebrate all we have done together this year.

Coffee Fellowship
Coffee and cookies will continue 
throughout the summer months! 

Gather in the fellowship hall.

New Member Class
& Faith Workshop 

Are you or someone you 
know interested in becoming 

a member at English Lutheran 
Church or simply want to learn 

a bit more about us?
 

New Member Class 
and Faith Workshop
Wednesday, May 11
5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

A light meal will be provided.
 

New members will be 
received at the service of 
their choice on the week-

end of May 14 and 15.

 
For questions or more 

information, please contact 
Carol Robertson 

at 608-784-9335 or 
carol@englishlutheran.org

Summer Worship Times & Outdoor Worship
Memorial Day Weekend is May 28/29 and this will be the start of our summer 
worship schedule. This summer the Saturday 5:00 p.m. service time will not 
change, however, the location will! On the first and third Saturday’s of each 
month (June 4 and 18, July 2 and 16, and August 6 and 20) will be outside on 
our bell tower patio. If it is raining, we will have service in the sanctuary or the 
fellowship hall. All the other Saturdays worship will be in the sanctuary.

On Sundays, we will have only one service at 9:30. This starts May 29 and will go 
through August 21. August 28 will be the River Service. Look for more informa-
tion regarding that in the next issue of The Voice.

The weekend of September 3/4, the service times resume as they are currently, 
Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 8:30 and 10:45.

Sorry for our error

In the March/April issue, 
Thelma Overholt's name was 
inadvertently omitted from the 
Memorials. It should have read 
as follows:

In Memory of: Thelma Overholt by 
Steve and Connie Overholt, Chris and 
Beth Weiss, Mike and Kathy Giese, 
Bill and Karen Newburg, John and 
Ardus Cleveland, Jean Davis, Tom 
and Ann Monson, Loren and Connie 
Amundson, Edward Kamin, Kristi 
Cadwell, Deborah Head, Wm and Edith 
Temte, Richard and Joan Marchiando, 
Firman and Cheryl Schiebout, Daniel 
and Lori Johnson, Paul and Elise 
Mullen, Larry and Rhonda Adams, 
Susan Ellingson, Charlene Gundersen, 
and family and friends

Spring Hike & Bird Watch!

Sunday, May 1 at 1:00 p.m.
Join Pastor Becky and the Fellowship 
Council for a walk around Myrick Park 
to watch and learn about the migrating 
birds in our area.

Bring water, binoculars (if you have 
them), good shoes and dress for the 
weather! 

We will meet at 1:00 p.m. to gather and 
pray at the Wisconsin Conservation 
Corp Building.
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CHURCH OFFICE
main phone  ................... 784-9335
direct line........................ 784-8876

SENIOR PASTOR
Pastor Mark Kvale ...............ext 205
pastormark@englishlutheran.org

ASSOCIATE PASTOR
Pastor Becky Goche ............ext 301
pastorbecky@englishlutheran.org

DIRECTOR of CARING MINISTRIES
Irene TenEyck ......................ext 304
irene@englishlutheran.org

DIRECTOR of  DISCIPLESHIP
Niki Pohnl ............................ext 204
niki@englishlutheran.org

DIRECTOR of YOUTH and  FAMILY
Kristen Arends .....................ext 207 
kristen@englishlutheran.org

DIRECTOR of MUSIC
Trevor DuPey ......................ext 303
trevor@englishlutheran.org

BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR
Jim Knutson ..................... 498-8829
jim@firstlu.org

ORGANIST/PIANIST
Luke Thering

WORSHIP TECHNOLOGY
Jarod Griswold
sanctuary@englishlutheran.org

OFFICE MANAGER 
Jennifer Jones .....................ext 201
jennifer@englishlutheran.org 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Carol Robertson ..................ext 202 
carol@englishlutheran.org

BUILDING MAINTENANCE 
Dane Melby
maintenance@englishlutheran.org

Outdoor Youth Ministry Opportunities
CONFIRMATION CAMP - June 12-17 
All of our confirmation students are invited to participate in Confirmation Camp 
at Sugar Creek Bible Camp. Kristen will be on site leading part of the day. 
Register directly with Sugar Creek using code: ELCLX and English Lutheran 
will help pay for $200 of the registration cost.

WEEK AT SUGAR CREEK - July 17-22 (week 6)
English Lutheran staff will be visiting and volunteering at camp regularly that 
week and it will be fun for our youth to see one another all over camp! 

CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS
English Lutheran believes outdoor ministry is a worthy partner in the faith 
formation of our young people. If you attend any ELCA camp, English will pay 
$100 of your registration fee. Just send Niki Pohnl a copy of your registration form 
for the summer and we’ll send the money directly to camp in your child’s name.

Sugar Creek 
Cabin Clean Up 

Saturday, May 7 at 9:00 a.m. 

Join the youth group and English 
Lutheran’s usual work crew to help 
prepare, paint and clean out the 
Seekers cabins. It’s sure to be a fun 
day of service at camp! 

Talk to Bob and Kathy Weeks or 
Kristen Arends if you’re interested 
in joining us.

Confirmation Pen Pal 
Get Together!

Sunday, June 5 at 10:30 a.m.

Have you been participating in a 
pen pal partnership with someone 
in our congregation over the past 
couple years? This is your chance 
to meet up. We’ll have special 
desserts and conversation planned. 
It’s sure to be a special event. 

Contact Irene Ten Eyck or 
Kristen Arends to RSVP.

REBOUND - A tri-synod youth gathering! 8th-12th graders are invited to 
join youth groups from all over Wisconsin for a gathering of workshops, speak-
ers, music and service projects. Held at UW-River Falls. July 25-27, 2022. 

Youth Group Meeting - Sunday, May 15 at 5:30 p.m.

Outdoor Family Movie Night - Friday, June 10 at 8:00 p.m. 
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Gifts, Memorials and Pastoral Acts

PIANO FUND
In Memory of: Dorothy Twiton 
 by Beth Twiton and Randy Janssen
In Memory of :Tracy Kagel 
 by Mike and Marge Buncak
In Memory of :Jerry Ruff 
 by Vivian Storm
In Honor of : Pastor Mark Kvale 
 by Rabbi Brian Serle
In Honor of : Delores Droster  
 by Jon and Cara Hartfield

BAPTISMS
03/26 .... Johanna Lynn, daughter of 
 Kyle and Inga Cluppert
04/09 ....  Finley Sage, daughter of 
 Garrett and Carrie Zimmerman
04/23 .... Ethan James, son of 
 Tom and Corin Davey  

04/23 .... Nolan Thomas, son of
 Tom and Corin Davey
04/23 .... Gavin Peter, son of
 Tom and Corin Davey

DEATHS
03/20 .... Arla Redman, funeral, 04/09

FIRST COMMUNION
04/03 .... Ellin Bemis, Alicia Clark, Sophia  
 Dickinson, Abby Frost, Asher Gabriel,  
 Charlie Hall, Ava Johnson, and Olivia  
 Johnson
04/23 .... Ethan Davey and Nolan Davey
05/08 .... Eagan DeLap and Eli DeLap

CONFIRMATION
05/01 .... Zachary Adams, Piper 
 Amundson, Connor Chittendon,   
 Finnian Clark, Laurel Erickson
 Adelyn Francis, Sierra Fried, Aubrey  
 Fromm, Adam Green, Kaden Kupietz,  
 Brent Markussen, Charles Martin, 
 Justice Miller, Violet Nelson, Joshua  
 Pepin, Erik Ramsier, Aliyah Schieldt,  
 Grayson Veum, and Reese Walters
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 OUR VISION
By the grace of God, 

English Lutheran Church 
shall be a healthy, 
mission-focused 

 congregation
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