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Holy Week Worship
Maundy Thursday, March 29
noon & 7:00 p.m. - Fellowship Hall
Good Friday. March 30
Children's Service - 10:00 a.m.
		
Fellowship Hall
Evening Service - 7:00 p.m.
Easter Vigil, March 31
5:00 p.m. - Note time change
Easter, April 1
6:30 a.m, 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.

&Music

Worship

Maundy Thursday

Good Friday

Easter Vigil

We will once again worship in the
Fellowship Hall at noon and 7:00
p.m. As Jesus gathered the disciples
in the upper room for the Last Supper, so we will gather in a supperlike setting to sing hymns, read
lessons and share the Sacrament of
Holy Communion.

Tenebrae is the historic Good Friday
liturgy of the Church that goes back
more than 1,000 years. Tenebrae
means darkness. As the passion
of our Lord Jesus Christ is read,
candles are extinguished until the
sanctuary is left in darkness. This
moving liturgy invites us to experience our Lord’s passion and not just
think about it.

Please note – we changed the time
of the Easter Vigil to 5:00 p.m.
There will NOT be an 8:00 p.m.
service on Holy Saturday.

Following the tradition of Maundy
Thursday, leaders will wash the feet
of several worshipers who have
gathered. After washing his disciples’ feet, Jesus said, “I have set you
an example that you also should do
as I have done to you.” (John 13:15)
In this symbolic act, Jesus calls all
of us into a life of service.

Our Good Friday service begins at
7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. In preparation for the Tenebrae ritual, and
as we listen to the somber words
of Psalm 22, we will strip the altar.
Special music will be provided by a
string ensemble under the direction
of Linda Lebakken.

The Easter Vigil begins with a
“Service of Light” around a bonfire
in the bell tower courtyard. We then
gather in the Fellowship Hall where
we experience four of the great Old
Testament stories of deliverance.
These four stories will be organized
by our youth and include food. Each
story will take about 10 minutes.
Finally we gather in the sanctuary
to celebrate with great enthusiasm
Christ’s victory over sin and death.
That sacramental liturgy includes
both the Affirmation of Baptism and
Holy Communion.

Easter Sunday
Easter Sunday is on April Fools’
Day – Somehow that seems appropriate. Not only are we fools for
Christ (1 Corinthians 4:10) but the
resurrection made a fool out of Satan
all those who thought they could
defeat the Son of God with a cross.

On April 1, we gather to celebrate
the Resurrection of our Lord at 6:30,
8:30 and 10:45 a.m. This great festival of Easter fills the sanctuary with
the sound of brass and organ, choir
anthems, traditional hymns and the
message of the angels: HE IS RISEN! With processionals, bells

Worship times
Saturday..........5:00 p.m.
Sunday............8:30 and 10:45 a.m.
Nursery Sun....8:30 to 11:45 a.m.

In Christ

and the excited voices of children,
we gather to worship the One who
died and rose again so that we too
might live forever. We celebrate the
Sacrament of Holy Communion at
all three Easter Sunday services.
Our youth are providing
Easter breakfast from
7:30 until 10:30.
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Passionate Spirituality
In March, the Vision Board met
for our annual retreat. We enjoyed
a wonderful time of conversation,
prayer, scripture, debate, and planning. We focused on two questions: God what do you want us to
be? God what do you want us to
do. Let me assure the congregation
that the people who provide leadership at English Lutheran Church
are full of wisdom, humility and
eagerness to listen to where God is
leading us.

Spirit at work at
English Lutheran,
we realized that
when the Holy
Spirit moves into
the neighborhood we have no idea
what will happen next. While we
recognized that the Spirit is at
work, we struggled to develop a
succinct definition for passionate spirituality. Somehow, we will
affirm that passionate spirituality
refers to Christians who practice
their faith with joy, passion and
excitement.

Specifically, our theme for the
retreat was Passionate Spirituality:
Vision and Goals, and was a reflection of our 2016 Strategic Plan.
According to Connect and Grow,
our five-year strategic plan, our
first goal is to develop a passionate, confident spirituality among
the people of English Lutheran
Church. Since we completed the
original set of four initiatives in
our strategic plan, we are asking
where are you taking us now Lord?

Over the next few months, the
Vision Board intends to visit with
members of our congregation
about passionate spirituality, develop graphic imagery to reinforce the
centrality of passionate spirituality,
and encourage our five Leadership
Councils to develop tools members
can use to grow in faith and service
to our Lord and our neighbor. Stay
tuned – more is coming!

After filling a white board with observations about where we find the
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Gifts and Memorials__
Undesignated_______________
• in memory of Malcolm Clark, Sr.
by Amy Grabow
• in memory of Phoebe Sorenson
by family and friends
• in memory of Janet Swartz
by family and friends
Music Fund________________
• in memory of Janet Swartz
by Lou Wuensch, John and
Mary Wisneski, Chuck and
Carmen Gustafson, Patrick and
Sarah Lamke, Oscar Hagen, .
and family and friends
• in memory of Janet Swartz
by James Sill
• in honor of Nancy Matchett
by Jim and Jan Gallagher.
Baptisms__________________
2/18....Harold Neal
		
son of Dustin and Kirstin
		
Lovell
Deaths____________________
We extend the sympathy of the
Gospel to the family of June
Kuehl who died on February 26.
We extend the sympathy of the
Gospel to the family of
Geraldine Secrist who died on
March 7.

4

Religion and Politics
April 18, Noon to 1:00 p.m.
Our final Community Conversation
for the 2017-2018 season will be
on Wednesday, April 18, from noon
until 1:00 p.m. in our Fellowship Hall.
Bishop Jim Arends of the La Crosse
Area Synod of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
will speak about “Religion and Politics.”
This intriguing topic gains importance since the 2017 Trump administration executive order instructing
the Internal Revenue Services to not
take adverse action over churches
engaged in political speech or political activity. The executive order
effectively nullifies the 1954 Johnson
Amendment which prohibits nonprofit organizations from endorsing
or opposing political candidates.
The Bible and the ELCA constitution
call on the church to strive for justice
and peace. Often when the church
advocates for justice on behalf of
oppressed people, the effort appears
to be somewhat partisan. When the
church addresses specific issues
that have systemic overtones such
as apartheid or income inequality,
there are members who see those
efforts as unfair and inappropriate.
There are churches that take highly
partisan stands and even publish
voting guides to tell their members
which candidates support policies
approved church leadership.

Pastors in some churches freely endorse particular political candidates
from the pulpit and invite candidates
of their choosing to speak during
worship services.
The Apostle Paul weighs in on political issues in the thirteenth chapter
of Romans where he says “Let every
person be subject to the governing
authorities … those authorities that
exist have been instituted by God.”
(Romans 13:1) The ELCA has developed a social statement entitled
“Church and Society” that articulates
the role of the church in moral deliberation.
With so much at stake, we look
forward to Bishop Arends Lutheran
perspective on the current church
and state debate.
http://www.englishlutheran.org/inour-community.html
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Feature Volunteers
This months feature volunteer is
Robin Cosby. Robin is one of our
worship coordinators that assists
the pastors on Sunday before
each service in coordinating the
volunteers needed for the worship
services.
Robin says, "Serving as a Worship
Coordinator is the ideal volunteer
opportunity for me. This role allows me to offer my organizational skills during a time I am already at church. And an extra
benefit... I have been able to deepen my relationship with the
Pastors and meet many church members and visitors that I
would not otherwise."
Thank you Robin for all you do for your church family and
they way you share your gifts with us.

We appreciate you Robin

Volunteer Schedule
Please refer to the schedules and reminders
by the volunteer captains
or the church office.
If you can’t participate on your assigned date,
please find someone to replace you, and contact your
volunteer captain and the church office so the change
may be listed in the bulletin. If you wish to volunteer,
please contact the person listed below to inquire. Thanks
for your time and talents as well as your cooperation.
Acolytes - Niki Pohnl
784-8876 x 204, niki@englishlutheran.org
Altar Ministry - Karla Strangstalien and Nancy Mills		
787-9803, walize18@yahoo.com.
788-4346, hnmills@juno.com
Coffee Servers - Niki Pohnl
784-8876 x 204, niki@englishlutheran.org
Communion Assts. - Sarah Herathw
784-8876 x 202, sarah@englishlutheran.org
Cookie Providers - Carol Robertson
784-8876 x 202, carol@englishlutheran.org
Lectors - Sarah Herath
784-8876 x 202, sarah@englishlutheran.org
Nursery Attendants - Niki Pohnl
784-8876 x 204, niki@englishlutheran.org
Offering Counters - Bill Newburg
788-6312, wenkhn@centurylink.net
Tech Team - Sarah Herath
784-8876 x 202, sarah@englishlutheran.org
Ushers 5:00 Sat. - Karla Strangstalien
787-9803, walize18@yahoo.com
Ushers 8:30 - Mark Flaten
mflaten61@gmail.com
Ushers 10:45 - Al Graewin
agraewin@aol.com
Welcome Center - Grace Engen
507-429-0502
Worship Coordinator - Ann Weidner
amweidne@gundersenhealth.org
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Church Directories

May 18-19 Fri/Sat.

available at the Welcome Center.

Accepting donations
beginning April 1

If you had your picture taken,
they are free and are labeled
with your name.
If not, the directories are $5.00.

Crafters Retreat

Library

April 12-15
Sign up at the
Welcome Center
for the last
Crafters Retreat
until summer.

New Member Orientation
Sunday, May 6
Noon - 3:00 p.m.
Faith Workshop will be held Thursday,
May 10 at 6:30 p.m.
New members will be received at all
three services the weekend of
May 12 and 13.
Contact carol@englishlutheran.org if interested in joining
or speak with one of the pastors.
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Spring is definitely in the air ...
at least in the church library.
Come in to see the “blooming quilt” on display and make
a book selection to help you
bloom and grow.
When you are spring cleaning, keep in mind that donations for the Little Free Library
are always welcome. Place
books in the donation box in
the church library.
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Connect
Vacation Bible School

Adult

June 17-21, 2018

Sugar Creek Bible Camp

ELC Week is July 15-20, 2018

Sunday School Schedule
9:45-10:30, ages 2 yrs.- 6th grade
April 1 - no class
April 8, 15, 22 and 29
regular classes

Milestone Sundays

Connect with other children at
ELC and sign your kids up for the
camp the same week if you can!
It's more fun to go with a friend.
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April 8 - 1st Grade class
Ten Commandments
10:45 worship
April 15 - 3rd Grade class
lectors
all 3 worship services
April 22 - 4th Grade class
Apostles' Creed
10:45 worship

EDUCATION
Sunday
April 1 - Holiday Weekend
Easter Breakfast
April 8 - Children's Worship
Kerri and Niki
April 15 - Caring Conversations
Pastor Grow
April 22 - Faith Stones
TBA
April 29 - Tales from Israel and
Palestine, Pastor Mark
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Fellowship
Family Retreat
Youth Faith Formation
1st and 3rd Sundays - 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
9th -12th grade

Peer Ministry

4th Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
10th -12th grade

P.A.C.K.

1st Friday of each month
4th, 5th and 6th grade youth

Creation
April 20-21
9:00 a.m. Saturday
to 12:00 p.m. Sunday
Cost: $40 per person
or $120 cap.
Age four and under free!

Next Step

Activities, Camp Fires, Worship,
Bible Study, Free Time, Hiking,
family time!

HS Youth Praise Band

This family retreat is designed to provide a place for us to get
away to be with our families and church family. We will dig into
how we have faith conversation with our families, and share and
pray together. Pastor Becky and Kerri Jahnke will be leading.

Sunday mornings - 9:45 - 10:30 a.m.
7th and 8th grade
Youth Room
1st and 3rd Wednesdays
6:15 - 7:15 p.m.

Confirmation

Wednesday 6:15 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Kerri is teaching 8th grade confirmation
Questions? Contact Kerri Jahnke
kerri@englishluthewran.org

Easter Breakfast

April 1 - 7:30 to 10:30
National Youth Gathering
youth will be serving!

ROOMING: Please be aware we are at camp, and will be in
either the Retreat Center Rooms rooms or in nice cabins. If you
could, please find another family to join you in your room to help
with space. If you absolutely need your own room, please let us
know!

Middle School
Lock-in

High School Senior
Recognition Sunday!
April 29

Friday April 13
9:00 p.m. to
7:00 a.m.
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Financial Report

Happy Easter! We hope that you have had a meaningful Lenten
season with time for reflection, repentance and prayer. We now
welcome the joyous season of Easter and the celebration of Christ’s
resurrection We also look forward to spring and the warming days
of April.
Our financial results from February were very good, as our income
exceeded our proportionate budget and our last year’s results. Also,
our monthly expenses were less than last year and our budgeted
amount. The net gain we had for the month nearly eliminated the
loss we had in January, so we are in good shape for the year so far.
Our budget figures are calculated two ways. The monthly budget
numbers are figured as a percentage of this year’s budget, based on

General Fund February 2018
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the percentage of last year’s budget received or expended last year.
The year to date figures are based on one twelfth of this year’s
budget multiplied by the number of months elapsed. Thus we can
compare the month’s budget and results with the corresponding
month from last year and compare the year to date with the overall
annual budget.
THANK YOU for your generosity in the new year. We look forward to seeing you in church.
Finance Committee

Financial Planning | Estate Planning
Retirement Planning | Investments
Thomas Monson

Senior Vice President/Investments

La Crosse
La Crescent
Onalaska

(608) 785-1727
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated

Phil’s

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Stoddard..........608.457.2100
De Soto............608.648.2130
Ferryville..........608.734.3440
(S) LaCrosse...608.788.6300

608-792-2124

washers • dryers • refrigerators
stoves • ovens • dishwashers

Holmen............. 608.781.9095
Sparta.............. 608.269.1277
Westby............. 608.634.2311
(N) LaCrosse.... 608.784.8900

www.trustpointinc.com

Veteran & Senior Discounts

Bangor.............608.486.2356 Rockland.......... 608.486.1500
Barre Mills........608.786.2999

Schneider
Accounting
Accounting and Business
Management Services
for Small Business
and Individuals

Schneideraccounting.com
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in the

Voice

Reach 500 households.

Prices for One Year

100% of ad revenue goes to
English Lutheran Church.

full color two squares............... $625
full color one square................ $525
black & white two squares....... $425
black & white one square........ $325

CONTACT our volunteer sales representative
Vicki Markussen at 608.386.7883
E-MAIL hi res logos, graphics and text to
csolyst@charter.net

Cost to change the ad at anytime: $25.00
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

April
OUR VISION
By the grace of God,
English Lutheran Church
shall be a healthy,
mission-focused
congregation
608•784•9335
www.englishlutheran.org

First Communion

Zachary Adams, Piper Amundson, Leah Grigson, Connor Chittendon, Finnian Clark, Laurel Erickson, Adelyn
Francis, Sierra Fried, Aubrey Fromm, Adam Green, Maggie Herath, Kaden Kupietz, Nathaniel Lyman, Brent
Markussen, Charles Martin, Justice Miller, Violet Nelson, Joshua Pepin, Erik Ramseier, Aliyah Schieldt, Grayson
Veum, Reese Walters, and Brayden Young
Click here for more photos or go to www.englishlutheran.org/News & Photos/Events/2018/First Communion

