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GATHERING
Prelude
Welcome to Worship
Blessing of Interim Pastor Glen Bickford
People of God, will you receive Pastor Glen Bickford as a messenger of Jesus Christ in this
sometimes anxious time between settled pastors, sent to serve all people with the gospel
of hope and salvation? Will you regard him as a servant of Christ and a steward of the
mysteries of God? We will, and we ask God to help us.
Will you pray for him, help and honor him for his work’s sake, and in all things strive to live
together in the peace and unity of Christ? We will, and we ask God to help us.
Pastor Glen Bickford the office of Interim Senior Pastor is now committed to you in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd
of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in everything
good so that you may do God’s will, working in you that which is pleasing in God’s sight;
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Installation of Teachers & Guides
Will you teach in accordance with the Holy Scriptures and the Confessions of the
Lutheran Church? I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you be diligent in your study of the Holy Scriptures and faithful in your use of the
means of grace and in prayer? I will, and I ask God to help me.
Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you the
strength and compassion to perform them.
Children, youth and adults – parents and leaders of our congregation, will you pray for,
encourage, and support these teachers and guides as they perform the ministry to
which we have called them? We will, and we ask God to help us.
Let us pray: O God of wisdom, in your goodness you provide faithful teachers for your
Church. By your Holy Spirit, give all teachers insight into your Word, holy lives as
examples to us all, and the courage to know and do the truth; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
We begin this 2020-2021 school year in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Gathering Song #452 Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death vs. 1, 3, 4, 5

Greeting
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in
doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord Amen.

WORD
Psalm 103:8-13
8Lord,

you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;
9you will not always accuse us,
nor will you keep your anger forever.
10You have not dealt with us according to our sins,
nor repaid us according to our iniquities.
11For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you.
12As far as the east is from the west,
so far have you removed our transgressions from us.
13As a father has compassion for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lord.

Lesson | Romans 14:1-12
1Welcome

those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those
who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass
judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass
judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it
in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks
to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.
7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we
are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of
both the dead and the living.
10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written,
“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Young People’s Message

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel | Matthew 18:21-35
The holy gospel according to Matthew the 18th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
21Peter

came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me,
how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven
times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten
thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to
be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be
made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I
will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and
forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow
slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what
you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with
me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he
would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his
lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as
I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he
would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you
do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon | Pastor Glen Bickford

In Memoriam…
We extend the sympathy of the Gospel to the family of Richard Rick upon his death on
September 3. The white rose on the altar is in memory of Richard.

Hymn of the Day #721 Goodness is Strong than Evil

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THANKSGIVING
Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Offering | englishlutheran.org/onlinegiving
Or text an amount (5, 10, 15 – no decimals or $ sign) to 855.929.1663
The Hungry Jar is suspended until we can meet again in fellowship.

Offering Song #482 I Come with Joy vs 1, 4, 5

Offering Prayer
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

SENDING
Announcements
Benediction/Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

Sending Song #544 Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing

Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor. Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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