
 

 
 

Welcome to worship on May 18, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION. Lutherans 

believe that Christ, the Incarnate Word of God, is truly present in 

the Lord’s Supper and that in this meal of the baptized children of 

God our Lord gives forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. All who 

seek the mercy and grace of God in this Body and Blood of our 

Lord Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s Table. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES | Saturdays 5:00pm, Sundays 8:30 & 10:45am. 

STAFFED NURSERY | Available on Sunday mornings. 

HEARING LOOP | Use T-coil mode on your hearing aid or ask an 

usher for headphones. 

 

offering in May is designated for La Crosse Area 

Family Y (YMCA) for summer camp scholarships. The 

La Crosse Area Family Y is a non-profit organization dedicated to 

enriching our community by promoting physical, mental, and 

spiritual well-being for all. Summer day camp is held for ages 5-11 

at eight locations in our area. The Y is chosen by our Pre-

K/Kindergarten Sunday School class. 

 

TODAY’S LEADERS: 

Musicians: Trevor DuPey, Mike James, Vocal Choir 

Worship: Micah Farmer, Nolan Davey, Vicki Hatleli, Karen Guptill, 

Pamela Strittmater, Emily Farmer, Sunday School Students 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Mark Kvale 

Rev. Becky Goche 

Ministers: 

All Baptized Members 

 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

In Christ, we welcome, 

worship, and work in the world. 

 
OUR VISION STATEMENT 

Live life abundantly. By the 

grace of God, we shall be a 

healthy, mission-focused 

congregation, full of life. 

 
OUR WELCOME STATEMENT 

The faith community of English 

Lutheran Church is rooted in 

Christ and committed to living 

life generously. We celebrate 

diversity of sexual orientation, 

gender identity, race, 

ethnicity, age, economic 

status, marital status, physical 

or mental ability. We are 

united in the Holy Spirit as we 

embrace our differences. 

We welcome all as we strive to 

be a community equipped for 

God's mission in the world. 

We invite you to join us as we 

seek to promote racial equity, 

social and economic justice, 

and care for our environment. 
 

Wherever you are 

on your faith journey, 

there is a place for you here. 

 
englishlutheran.org 

    
 



GATHERING ELW – red hymnal | ACS – purple hymnal 

Prelude & Welcome to Worship 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

In the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to come. Amen. 

We praise you, O God, for water. We praise you, O God, for water. 

We need water to drink. We need water to drink. 

We need water to wash. We need water to wash. 

We need water to grow. We need water to grow. 

We praise you, O God, for water. We praise you, O God, for water. 

We praise you, O God, for baptism. We praise you, O God, for baptism. 

We praise you, O God, for your Spirit. We praise you, O God, for your Spirit. 

We praise you, O God, for water. We praise you, O God, for water. 

Amen, with water. Amen, with water. 

 

Gathering Hymn ACS #934| Christ is Living 

 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. And also with you. 

 

 



Prayer of the Day 
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts 

your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness 

and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Special Music | Vocal Choir | “Do Justice” Gary Walth 
 

WORD 
Young People’s Message | Pastor Mark Kvale 
 

Lesson | Acts 11:1-18 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 148 
1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; 

 praise God in the heights. 
2 Praise the Lord, all you angels; 

 sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
3 Praise the Lord, sun and moon; 

 sing praise, all you shining stars. 
4 Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, 

 and you waters above the heavens. 
5 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

 who commanded, and they were created, 
6 who made them stand fast forever and ever, 

 giving them a law that shall not pass away. 
7 Praise the Lord from the earth, 

 you sea monsters and all deeps; 
8 fire and hail, snow and fog, 

 tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
9 mountains and all hills, 

 fruit trees and all cedars; 
10 wild beasts and all cattle, 

 creeping things and flying birds; 
11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 

 princes and all rulers of the world; 
12 young men and maidens, 

 old and young together. 
13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

 whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
14 The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 

 the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah! 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Lesson | Revelation 21:1-6 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 



Gospel Acclamation | Unfailing Light 

 
 

Gospel | John 13:31-35 
Before: The holy gospel according to John… Glory to You, O Lord. 

After: The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sermon | Pastor Mark Kvale 
 

Hymn of the Day ACS #1038 | God, We Gather as Your People 

 (refrain next page) 



 
 

Prayers of Intercession ELW #752 | Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 

 
 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

MEAL 
Offering & Offering Prayer 

Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we 

bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that 

we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right … join their unending hymn: 

 



 
 

Words of Institution 
During the Words of Institution, we invite you to raise the bread and the cup respectively as the pastor does. 

In this way, we are church together. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 
 



Invitation & Distribution of Communion 
This is the body of Christ, given for you. This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

Lamb of God | Unfailing Light 

 
 

Communion Songs 
ELW #482 | I Come With Joy 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ELW #631 | Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 
 

Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord … keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

Hymn After Communion | Unfolding Light 

 



 
 

SENDING 
Announcements 
 

Meal Prayer 
God is great and God is good; And we thank God for our food; By God's hand, we must 

be fed, Give us Lord, our daily bread. Amen. 
 

Blessing | Vocal Choir | “Irish Blessing” A.M. Molina 
 

Sending Hymn ELW #543 | Go, My Children, with My Blessing 

 
 

Dismissal 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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