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Welcome to worship on May 18, 2025

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Mark Kvale
Rev. Becky Goche
Ministers:

All Baptized Members

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
In Christ, we welcome,
worship, and work in the world.

OUR VISION STATEMENT
Live life abundantly. By the
grace of God, we shall be a
healthy, mission-focused
congregation, full of life.

OUR WELCOME STATEMENT
The faith community of English
Lutheran Church is rooted in
Christ and committed to living
life generously. We celebrate
diversity of sexual orientation,
gender identity, race,
ethnicity, age, economic
status, marital status, physical
or mental ability. We are
united in the Holy Spirit as we
embrace our differences.
We welcome all as we strive to
be a community equipped for
God's mission in the world.
We invite you to join us as we
seek to promote racial equity,
social and economic justice,
and care for our environment.

Wherever you are
on your faith journey,
there is a place for you here.
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Fifth Sunday of Easter

WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION. Lutherans
believe that Christ, the Incarnate Word of God, is truly present in
the Lord’s Supper and that in this meal of the baptized children of
God our Lord gives forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. All who
seek the mercy and grace of God in this Body and Blood of our
Lord Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s Table.

WORSHIP SERVICES | Saturdays 5:00pm, Sundays 8:30 & 10:45am.
STAFFED NURSERY | Available on Sunday mornings.

HEARING LOOP | Use T-coil mode on your hearing aid or ask an
usher for headphones.

H[;’JNSRY offering in May is designated for La Crosse Area
ar  Family Y (YMCA) for summer camp scholarships. The
La Crosse Area Family Y is a non-profit organization dedicated to
enriching our community by promoting physical, mental, and
spiritual well-being for all. Summer day camp is held for ages 5-11
at eight locations in our area. The Y is chosen by our Pre-
K/Kindergarten Sunday School class.

TODAY'’S LEADERS:

Musicians: Trevor DuPey, Mike James, Vocal Choir

Worship: Micah Farmer, Nolan Davey, Vicki Hatleli, Karen Gupfill,
Pamela Strittmater, Emily Farmer, Sunday School Students
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GATHERING
Prelude & Welcome to Worship

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Alleluial Christ is risen. Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
In the name of + the One who was, who is, and who is fo come. Amen.
We praise you, O God, for water. We praise you, O God, for water.

We need water to drink. We need water to drink.
We need water to wash. We need water to wash.
We need water to grow. We need water to grow.

ELW —red hymnal | ACS - purple hymnal

We praise you, O God, for water. We praise you, O God, for water.

We praise you, O God, for baptism. We praise you, O God, for baptism.
We praise you, O God, for your Spirit. We praise you, O God, for your Spirit.
We praise you, O God, for water. We praise you, O God, for water.

Amen, with water. Amen, with water.

Gathering Hymn ACS #934 | Christ is Living
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1;Cris - to vi - ve, fue-rael llan-to, los la-men-tos yel pe - sar!
I Christ is liv - ing! Gone with sor-row! Tears and ter - ror, be no more.
2 For if Christ s not a - ris-en there is noth-ing to be-lieve.
3 Death is swal - lowed up in vic-t'ry; sin has lost its poi-son sting.
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Ni la muer - te niel se - pul - cro lo_han po - di -

Death and grave, you now are noth - ing;  Christ is free

Je - sus’prom -ise is ac-comp-lished: “Since I

Life will blos - som from the grain sown, Christ the first fruits of
No  bus - quéis en - tre los muer-tos al que

Why then seek the liv-ing Sav -ior in the haunts of

Dust we are, to dust re-turn-ing, but in Christ we

For the sure-ness of sal -va-tion let us sing,
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jCris - to vi-ve! es-tas nue - vas por

Christ is ris-en! Shout the good news so that all

Doubt dis - pel-ling, claim the tri - umph: Je - sus is the
Christ is ris-en! We are liv - ing! Spread the word of grace
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all. And also with you.



Prayer of the Day
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts
your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness
and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Special Music | Vocal Choir | “Do Justice” Gary Walth

WORD
Young People’s Message | Pastor Mark Kvale

Lesson | Acts 11:1-18
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 148
I Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise God in the heighfs.
2Praise the Lord, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3Praise the Lord, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
4Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
5Let them praise the name of the Lord,
who commanded, and they were created,
¢who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
7 Praise the Lord from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
8fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God'’s will;
? mountains and all hills,
fruit frees and all cedars;
10wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
1" sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
12young men and maidens,
old and young together.
13Let them praise the name of the Lord,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
14The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah!

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Lesson | Revelation 21:1-6
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation | Unfailing Light
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Gospel | John 13:31-35

Before: The holy gospel according to John... Glory to You, O Lord.
After: The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon | Pastor Mark Kvale

Hymn of the Day ACS #1038

| God, We Gather as Your People
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1 God, we gath - er as your peo - ple to raise  our song a -
2 Oh, we sing for all the chil - dren, that one day they be
3 Oh, we pray for all the young lives cut short by fear and
4 God, we're work - ing for the fu - ture when chil - dren far and
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bove, andwe dare to claim the prom - ise of your love
free; andwe sing for gen - er - a - tions yet to be,
shame, so a - fraid of who they are and whom they love
wide can . . .live their lives with dig - ni - ty and pride.
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Though the day may not yet be here, we
that they nev - er have a rea - son to
May the mes - sage now be  ban - ished  that your
As they grow in strength and stat - ure, may they
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trust it soon will be, when your chil - dren will be free.
doubt that they are blest. May they, in your love, find rest.
love is for the few; may their faith in  you re - new.
join  us hand in hand, as a-gainst all hate we  stand.

(refrain next page)
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Oh, may our hearts and minds be o-pened, fling the church doors o-pen
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long. May that wel - come be our song.

Prayers of Intercession ELW #752 | Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
Offering & Offering Prayer

Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we
bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that
we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right ... join their unending hymn:
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God of pow -er and might, heav - en and  earth ire
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Words of Institution
During the Words of Institution, we invite you to raise the bread and the cup respectively as the pastor does.
In this way, we are church together. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer

Adagio
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Invitation & Distribution of Communion
This is the body of Christ, given for you. This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.

Lamb of God | UnfoiIiTg Light
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Communion Songs
ELW #482 | | Come With Joy
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11 come with joy, a child of God, for- giv - en, loved, and
2 1 come with Chris - tians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the r1is - en Christ, un-seen, but ev - er
5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God has
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free, the life of Je - sus to re - call in
fed, the new com - mu - n - ty of love in
ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
near, 1s in such friend - ship bet - ter known, a -
done, we'll  go with  joy, to give  the world the
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL. 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



ELW #631 | Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of heav'n, to
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy lov - ing Spir - it in - to ev - 'ty
3 Come, Al-might - vy, to de - liv - er; let us all thy
4 Fin ish then thy new cre - a - tion, pure and spot - less
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earth come down! Fix in us thy hum - ble dwell-ing, all thy
trou - bled breast; let wus all in thee in - her - it; let us
life re - ceive; sud - den - ly re - turn, and nev - er, nev - er -
let us be; let us see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
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faith - ful mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
find thy  prom -ised rest. Take a - way the love of sin - ning;
more thy  tem - ples leave. Thee we would be al - ways bless-ing,
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - ry,
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pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy hosts a - bove, pray, and praise  thee
till n heav’n we take  our place, till we cast our
Q — | N i I ;
GES S ===
! ! . I
thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out «ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!
Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord ... keep you in his grace. Amen.

Hymn After Communion | Unfolding Light
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va - tion which you have pre pared in  the sight of ev - 'y

Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
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Now Lod you let your ser - vant  go in peace.
Announcements
Meal Prayer

God is great and God is good; And we thank God for our food; By God's hand, we must
be fed, Give us Lord, our daily bread. Amen.

Blessing | Vocal Choir | “Irish Blessing” A.M. Molina
Sending Hymn ELW #543 | Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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1 “Go, my chil -dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins  for-giv-en,  at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, I am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much 1 love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry,

Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my

I have made you mine for-ev - er
here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free”

Dismissal

Alleluial Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Allelvia!
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluial

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright ©2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.



