
 

 
 

Welcome to worship on April 5, 2026 

 

Easter Sunday 
Unfailing Light 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION. Lutherans 

believe that Christ, the Incarnate Word of God, is truly present 

in the Lord’s Supper and that in this meal of the baptized 

children of God our Lord gives forgiveness of sins, life and 

salvation. All who seek the mercy and grace of God in this Body 

and Blood of our Lord Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s Table. 
 

WORSHIP | Saturdays 5:00pm, Sundays 9:00am 

CHILDCARE | Sunday mornings, Wednesday evenings. 

HEARING LOOP | Use T-coil mode, or ask for headphones. 
                                       (Hearing loop currently under repair.) 
 

GIVE ONLINE | Visit englishlutheran.org/onlinegiving, 

use the QR code, download the Vanco Mobile Faith 

app, or text an amount (no decimal point or dollar 

sign) to 855.929.1663. Give a one-time offering, or set up a 

recurring donation! 
 

offering in April will be given to Sugar Creek Bible 

Camp to support horse care like veterinary service, 

feed, tack and equipment. Something powerful happens when 

a child connects with a horse. Sugar Creek horses have a 

special way of helping kids find courage, trust themselves, and 

walk a little taller—long after they leave the barn. 
 

TODAY’S LEADERS: 

Musicians| Trevor Dupej, Vocal Choir, La Crosse Brass Quintet 

Worship | Mike Schnitzius, Maddie Sweeney, Larry Vangen, 

Barb Myers, Christina Fenton, Karen Guptill, Irene TenEyck, 

Micah Farmer, Brody Frost, Sophie Knudson-Stuhr, Beth Twiton 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Caroline Weston and Landon Weston 

who are celebrating their First Communion at worship today! 

 

 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Becky Goche 

 

Ministers: 

All Baptized Members 

 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

In Christ, we welcome, 

worship, and work in the world. 

 
OUR VISION STATEMENT 

Live life abundantly. By the 

grace of God, we shall be a 

healthy, mission-focused 

congregation, full of life. 

 
OUR WELCOME STATEMENT 

The faith community of English 

Lutheran Church is rooted in 

Christ and committed to living 

life generously. We celebrate 

diversity of sexual orientation, 

gender identity, race, 

ethnicity, age, economic 

status, marital status, physical 

or mental ability. We are 

united in the Holy Spirit as we 

embrace our differences. 

We welcome all as we strive to 

be a community equipped for 

God's mission in the world. 

We invite you to join us as we 

seek to promote racial equity, 

social and economic justice, 

and care for our environment. 
 

Wherever you are 

on your faith journey, 

there is a place for you here. 

 
englishlutheran.org 

    
 

 



GATHERING ELW – red hymnal | ACS – purple hymnal 

Prelude | Quintet No. 1, Victor Ewald | La Crosse Brass Quintet 
 

Welcome to Worship 
 

Easter Proclamation 
Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choirs of angels! Exult, all creation around God's throne! 

Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! 
 

Rejoice, O Mother Church! Rejoice! Arrayed with the light of our risen Savior’s glory, let this 

place resonate with joy, filled with the mighty voices of all God's people! For Christ is risen! 

He is risen, indeed! 
 

Siblings in Christ, on this most holy day… Christ is risen! Alleluia! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Processional Hymn ELW #365 | Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

 
 

Greeting 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. And also with you. 
 

 

 



Prayer of the Day 
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his 

glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to 

sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

Special Music | A Jubilant Song | Vocal Choir & La Crosse Brass Quintet 
 

WORD 
Young People’s Message | Pastor Becky Goche 
 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
1 Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; 

 God’s mercy endures forever.  
2 Let Israel now declare,  

 “God’s mercy endures forever.”  
14 The LORD is my strength and my song,  

 and has become my salvation.  
15 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:  

 “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!  
16 The right hand of the LORD is exalted!  

 The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!”  
17 I shall not die, but live,  

 and declare the works of the LORD.  
18 The LORD indeed punished me sorely,  

 but did not hand me over to death.  
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness;  

 I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.  
20 “This is the gate of the LORD;  

 here the righteous may enter.”  
21 I give thanks to you, for you have answered me  

 and you have become my salvation.  
22 The stone that the builders rejected  

 has become the chief cornerstone.  
23 By the LORD has this been done;  

 it is marvelous in our eyes.  
24 This is the day that the LORD has made;  

 let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel Acclamation | Unfailing Light pg 7 

 
 

Gospel | John 20:1-18 (NT pg 119) 
The holy gospel according to John… Glory to You, O Lord. 
     Not printed due to length. 

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sermon | Pastor Becky Goche 
 

Hymn of the Day ACS #935 | Woman, Weeping in the Garden 

 
 

Nicene Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith: We believe in one God, the Father, the 

Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 

came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 

became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 



death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 

again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 

the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for 

the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 

come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

MEAL 
Offering | Sweet Songs of Easter, C. Dedrick | La Crosse Brass Quintet 
 

Offering Prayer 
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a 

table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and 

bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy … and join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy | Unfailing Light pg 11 

(cont’d next page) 



 
 

Words of Institution 
During the Words of Institution, we invite you to raise the bread and the cup respectively as the pastor does. 

In this way, we are church together. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 

mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit … in your Church, without end. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered around the table by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. Our Father, who art in 

heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation & Distribution of Communion 
This is the body of Christ, given for you.     This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

Lamb of God | Unfailing Light pg 14 

 
 

Special Music | My Spirit Be Joyful, J.S. Bach | La Crosse Brass Quintet 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Communion Hymns 
ELW #826 | Thine the Amen 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ELW #619 | I Know That My Redeemer Lives! 

 
 

Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 
 

Prayer After Communion 
Let us pray together… Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our 

enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

SENDING 
Blessing 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sending Hymn ELW #376 | Thine Is the Glory 

 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Alleluia! 

 

Postlude | Pennsylvania Polka, L. Lee & Z. Manners | La Crosse Brass Quintet 
 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright ©2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Every year, our sanctuary is decorated with beautiful flowers to celebrate Easter. Extra 
money from flower donations is given to WAFER Food Pantry and St. Clare’s Health 

Mission. Contributions to the Easter Flower Fund have been given by the following: 
 
 
 

In memory of John & Gloria Zoerb, Kevin Zoerb, Irene Moulis, and Hans & Belle Zoerb by Linda Zoerb 
 

In memory of our parents by Kurt & Barb Oettel 
 

In memory of our parents and loved ones by Bill & Karen Newburg 
 

In honor of all who have been family to me by Margo Erickson 
 

In memory of loved ones by Marla Engbloom 
 

In memory of Ron Hansen, Joni Williams, and Jon Williams by Terri Hansen 
 

In memory of Herb & Millie Drews and Lloyd & Naomi Myers by Barb Myers 
 

In honor of all of our family by Jon & Kathy Hageseth 
 

In memory of my brother Dylan Lunney by Pearl Lunney 
 

In memory of Bob Schneyer by Theresa Schneyer 
 

In memory of Edwin & Thelma Overholt and Harold & Viola Marlow by Connie & Steven Overholt 
 

In memory of my mother Carolyn Anthony by Julie Kriewald 
 

In memory of Phill Sweeney by Maddie Sweeney 
 

In memory of Jerry Kuntz by Ruth Kuntz 
 

In memory of Dianne Naumann and Diane Tietz by Dennis Naumann 
 

In memory of Helmer & Gertrude Stroeh by Kent & Mary Sween 
 

In memory of loved ones by Coleen Knoepke and the Wateski Family 
 

In honor of Donald & Lois Betz by Michael Betz 
 

In memory of Chuck Forer by Deb Forer 
 

In memory of Charles Odahl by Sharon Odahl 
 

In memory of Howard Guptill, Gene & June Segler, and Bradley Guptill by Karen Guptill 
 

In honor of our grandchildren by Scott & Karla Strangstalien 
 

In memory of Peter Allen, Scotty & Ruby Allen, Albert & Marjorie Lippert and in honor of Army Col. Nathan Allen by 
Joan Allen 
 

In memory of Rod & Barb Engebretson by Lisa, Laurie, Scott and families 
 

In memory of loved ones by Howard & Nancy Mills 
 

In honor of our granddaughters Ida, Elsa, Evelina, Anja and Mari by Tom & Ann Monson 
 

In memory of Herman & Gudrun Melby and Lloyd & Helen Halverson by Don & Janet Melby 
 

In memory of George & Mary Schnitzius by Mike Schnitzius 
 

In memory of Ronald Rogers and Robert Rogers by Virginia Rogers 
 

In memory of Curtis Strittmater, Betty Bailey, and loved ones, and in honor of Carole Strittmater and Bob Bailey by 
Pam, Todd, Ben & Becky Strittmater 


