
 

 
 

Welcome to worship on March 8, 2026 

 

Third Sunday 

in Lent 
Unfailing Light 

 

WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION. Lutherans 

believe that Christ, the Incarnate Word of God, is truly present 

in the Lord’s Supper and that in this meal of the baptized 

children of God our Lord gives forgiveness of sins, life and 

salvation. All who seek the mercy and grace of God in this Body 

and Blood of our Lord Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s Table. 
 

WORSHIP | Saturdays 5:00pm, Sundays 9:00am 

                    Midweek Lenten Worship Noon & 6:15pm 

CHILDCARE | Sunday mornings, Wednesday evenings. 

HEARING LOOP | Use T-coil mode, or ask for headphones. 
                                       (Hearing loop currently under repair.) 
 

offering in March will be given to the La Crosse 

Area Synod Migrant Justice Mutual Aid Fund. Every 

person is a child of God, deserving of love, respect and dignity. 

This includes immigrants trying to make this area their new 

home. Every act of kindness, every dollar, and every moment 

of your time helps us communicate God's love for those who 

are in most need. Donations will help families right here in La 

Crosse with things such as housing, food, utilities, and more. 
 

THE WHITE ROSES on the altar are in memory of Dennis Stannard, 

who passed away on March 1, 2026, and Mary Ann McEuen, 

who passed away on March 4. May God bless their memories 

among us all. 
 

THANK YOU to Pastor Ralph Kuespert for being with us in worship 

this weekend! 
 

GIVE ONLINE | Visit englishlutheran.org/onlinegiving, 

use the QR code, download the Vanco Mobile Faith 

app, or text an amount (no decimal point or dollar 

sign) to 855.929.1663. Give a one-time offering, or set up a 

recurring donation! 
 

TODAY’S LEADERS: 

Musicians| Trevor Dupej 

Worship | Mike Schnitzius, Charlie Hall, Jon Shong, Bob Weeks, 

Pamela Strittmater, Eve Gabriel, Olivia Damstra 

 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Becky Goche 

 

Ministers: 

All Baptized Members 

 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

In Christ, we welcome, 

worship, and work in the world. 

 
OUR VISION STATEMENT 

Live life abundantly. By the 

grace of God, we shall be a 

healthy, mission-focused 

congregation, full of life. 

 
OUR WELCOME STATEMENT 

The faith community of English 

Lutheran Church is rooted in 

Christ and committed to living 

life generously. We celebrate 

diversity of sexual orientation, 

gender identity, race, 

ethnicity, age, economic 

status, marital status, physical 

or mental ability. We are 

united in the Holy Spirit as we 

embrace our differences. 

We welcome all as we strive to 

be a community equipped for 

God's mission in the world. 

We invite you to join us as we 

seek to promote racial equity, 

social and economic justice, 

and care for our environment. 
 

Wherever you are 

on your faith journey, 

there is a place for you here. 

 
englishlutheran.org 

    
 

 



GATHERING ELW – red hymnal | ACS – purple hymnal 

Prelude & Welcome to Worship 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity … forgives our sin, and heals our lives. Amen.  
 

Let us confess our sin … Have mercy, O God, against you, you alone, we have sinned. In 

your compassion, cleanse us from our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new 

heart and give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy Spirit and 

restore your joy within us. Amen.  
 

God’s steadfast love … In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Amen.  
 

Gathering Song ELW #331 | As the Deer Runs to the River 

 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. 

Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your 

truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

WORD 
Young People’s Message | Pastor Ralph Kuespert 
 

Lessons | Exodus 17:1-7 (OT, pg 70), Romans 5:1-11 (NT, pg 162) 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 



Gospel Acclamation | Unfailing Light pg 7 

 
 

Gospel | John 4:5-42 (NT, pg 97) 
The holy gospel according to John… Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Not printed due to length. 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sermon | Pastor Ralph Kuespert 
 

Hymn of the Day ELW #335 | Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 

 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Receive the prayers … from death to life. Amen. 
 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 



MEAL 
Offering & Offering Prayer 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send 

rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of 

bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness 

to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right … join their unending hymn: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy | Unfailing Light pg 11 

 
 

Words of Institution 
During the Words of Institution, we invite you to raise the bread and the cup respectively as the pastor does. 

In this way, we are church together. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered around the table by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. Our Father, 

who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 



forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation & Distribution of Communion 
This is the body of Christ, given for you.     This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

Lamb of God | Unfailing Light pg 14 

 
 

Communion Songs 
ELW #480 | O Bread of Life from Heaven 

 
 

 

 



ELW #777 | Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty 

 
 

Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord … strengthen all who will receive this sacrament. Amen. 

 

Sending of Communion 
Let us pray together… Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: 

As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to 

share your word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In 

your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and 

give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
Announcements 
 

Blessing 
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, Jesus 

Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, ☩ bless you 

now and always. Amen.  
 



Sending Hymn ELW #623 | Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

 
 

Dismissal & Postlude 
Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God. 
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