£english lutheran

Welcome to worship on March 8, 2026

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Becky Goche

Ministers:
All Baptized Members

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
In Christ, we welcome,
worship, and work in the world.

OUR VISION STATEMENT
Live life abundantly. By the
grace of God, we shall be a

healthy, mission-focused

congregation, full of life.

OUR WELCOME STATEMENT
The faith community of English
Lutheran Church is rooted in
Christ and committed to living
life generously. We celebrate
diversity of sexual orientation,
gender identity, race,
ethnicity, age, economic
status, marital status, physical
or mental ability. We are
united in the Holy Spirit as we
embrace our differences.
We welcome all as we strive to
be a community equipped for
God's mission in the world.
We invite you to join us as we
seek to promote racial equity,
social and economic justice,
and care for our environment.

Wherever you are
on your faith journey,
there is a place for you here.

Third Sunday

in Lent
Unfailing Light

WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION. Lutherans
believe that Christ, the Incarnate Word of God, is fruly present
in the Lord’s Supper and that in this meal of the baptized
children of God our Lord gives forgiveness of sins, life and
salvation. Allwho seek the mercy and grace of God in this Body
and Blood of our Lord Jesus are welcome to the Lord's Table.

WORSHIP | Saturdays 5:00pm, Sundays 9:00am

Midweek Lenten Worship Noon & 6:15pm
CHILDCARE | Sunday mornings, Wednesday evenings.
HEARING LOOP | Use T-coil mode, or ask for headphones.

(Hearing loop currently under repair.)

H@NqRY offering in March will be given to the La Crosse
al'  Area Synod Migrant Justice Mutual Aid Fund. Every
person is a child of God, deserving of love, respect and dignity.
This includes immigrants trying to make this area their new
home. Every act of kindness, every dollar, and every moment
of your time helps us communicate God's love for those who
are in most need. Donations will help families right here in La
Crosse with things such as housing, food, utilities, and more.

THE WHITE ROSES on the altar are in memory of Dennis Stannard,
who passed away on March 1, 2026, and Mary Ann McEuen,
who passed away on March 4. May God bless their memories
among us all.

THANK YOU to Pastor Ralph Kuespert for being with us in worship
this weekend!

IEI""IEI GIVE ONLINE | Visit englishlutheran.org/onlinegiving,
Rt Use the QR code, download the Vanco Mobile Faith
*%r  app, or text an amount (no decimal point or dollar
sign) to 855.929.1663. Give a one-time offering, or set up a
recurring donation!

TODAY'S LEADERS:

Musicians | Trevor Dupej

Worship | Mike Schnitzius, Charlie Hall, Jon Shong, Bob Weeks,
Pamela Strittmater, Eve Gabriel, Olivia Damstra

1509 King Street « La Crosse, WI 54601 « 608-784-9335 + office@englishlutheran.org * www.englishlutheran.org



GATH ERI NG ELW —red hymnal | ACS - purple hymnal
Prelude & Welcome to Worship

Confession & Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity ... forgives our sin, and heals our lives. Amen.

Let us confess our sin ... Have mercy, O God, against you, you alone, we have sinned. In
your compassion, cleanse us from our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a new
heart and give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, but fill us with your Holy Spirit and
restore your joy within us. Amen.

God's steadfast love ... In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Amen.

Gathering Song ELW #331 | As the Deer Runs to the River
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1 As the deer runs to the riv - er, parched and wea - ry from the chase,
2 When your Is - rael crossed the des -ert where no stream or spring was seen,
3 “Come and drink,” I - sa - iah sum-moned,“all who for God’s mer - cy plead!
4 Christ, we come from des - ert plac-es, deep-est thirst un - sat - is - fied.
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we have come from hurt and hur - ry, thirst-ing for your heal - ing grace. g
Mo - ses struck the rock,and wa - ter flowed for them, re - fresh - ing, clean. e 3
God’s for - give - ness, like a foun-tain, flows to sat - is - fy your need.” 2% 2%
Lead us to the wa-ters flow-ing from the cross on which you died. F
o) Refrain
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Je-sus, source of liv-ing wa - ter, may we drink of you and live!
Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin.
Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your
truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
Young People’s Message | Pastor Ralph Kuespert

Lessons | Exodus 17:1-7 (0T, pg 70), Romans 5:1-11 (NT, pg 162)
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation | Unfailing Light pg 7

During Lent
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Je - sus Christ, Son of the liv ing God.

Gospel | John 4:5-42 (NT, pg 97)

The holy gospel according to John..

Not prinfed due to length.

The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon | Pastor Ralph Kuespert

. Glory to You, O Lord.

Hymn of the Day ELW #335 | Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
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1 Je - sus,keep me near the cross, there’s a  pre - cious foun-tain;
2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - ¢y found me;
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing eV - eI,
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free to all, a heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v’ry’s moun - tain.
there the bright and morn - ing star sheds its beams a - round me.
help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.
till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the riv - er
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In the cross, in the cross be my glo - ry ev - er;
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till my ran-somed soul shall find rest be-yond the riv - er.

Prayers of Intercession
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Receive the prayers ... from death to life. Amen.

Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915



MEAL

Offering & Offering Prayer
O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send
rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of
bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness
to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right ... join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy | Unfailing Light pg 11
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high -  est, hoe - san - na n— the high - est.

Words of Institution
During the Words of Institution, we invite you to raise the bread and the cup respectively as the pastor does.
In this way, we are church together. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave if for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
Gathered around the table by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. Our Father,
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we



forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation & Distribution of Communion

This is the body of Christ, given for you. This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.
Lamb of God | Unfailing Light pg 14
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world; grant us peace, erant__ us peace.
Communion Songs
ELW #480 | O Bread of Life from Heaven
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1 O bread of life from heav - en, O food to pil - grims
2 O fount of grace re - deem - ing, O riv - er ev - er
3 We love you, Je - sus, ten - der, in all your hid - den
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with the bless -ed  sweet - ness of your di - vine com -
now, your love be - stow - ing on thirst - ing  souls, and
let  the veil be riv - en, and our clear eye in
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plete - ness the souls that want and need your love.
flow - ing till all are ful - ly sat - is - fied.
heav. - en be - hold your glo - ry face to face.

Text: Latin hymn, ¢. 1661; tr. Hugh T. Henry, 1862-1946, sts. 1, 3; tr. Philip Schaff, 1819-1893, st. 2
Music: O WELT, ICH MUSS DICH LASSEN, Heinrich Isaac, 1450-1517



ELW #777 | Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty
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1 “Come to me, all pil-grims thirst - y; drink the wa-ter 1 will give.
2 “Come to me, all trav-lers wea - ry; come that 1 may give you rest.
3 “Come to me, be - liev-ers bur-dened; find re-fresh-ment in this place.
4 “Come to me, re - pen-tant sin - ners; leave be - hind your guilt and shame.
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If you knew what gift 1 of - fer, you would come to me and live”
Drink the cup of life 1 of - fer; at this ta - ble be my guest”

Come, re - ceive the gift I of - fer, turn to me and seck my face.”
Come and know di - vine com-pas-sion, turn to  me, 1 call your name.

’

Refrain
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Je -sus, ev - er- flow-ing foun - tain, give us wa-ter from your well.
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In the gra - cious gift you of - fer there is joy no tongue can tell.
5 “Come to me, distressed and needy; 6 “Come to me, abandoned, orphaned;
I would be your trusted friend. lonely ways no longer roam.
Come and secek the gift I offer, Come and take the gift I offer,
come, your open hands extend.” Refrain let me make in you my home.” Refrain

Text: Delores Dufner, osb, b. 1939
Music: BEACH SPrING, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © 1992, 1996 Sisters of St. Benedict, St. Joseph, MN

Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord ... strengthen all who will receive this sacrament. Amen.

Sending of Communion
Let us pray together... Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care:
As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to
share your word and sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In
your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and
give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SENDING
Announcements

Blessing
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things intfo existence, Jesus
Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, =+ bless you
now and always. Amen.



Sending Hymn ELW #623 | Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
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Rock of A - ges, cleft for me let me hide my-self in thee;
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2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand 1 bring; sim-ply to thycross I cling.
4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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let the wa - ter and the blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,
could my zeal no res- pite know, could my tears for-ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to thee for dress; help-less, look to thee for grace;
when [ soar to worlds un - known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,
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be of sin the dou-ble cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r.
all for sin could not a-tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.
foul, I to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav - ior, or [ dic.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778
Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872

Dismissal & Postlude
Go in peace. Believe the good news. Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright ©2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



