
 

 
 

Welcome to worship on January 18, 2026 
 

 

 

Second Sunday 

after Epiphany 
 

 
WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION. Lutherans 

believe that Christ, the Incarnate Word of God, is truly present 

in the Lord’s Supper and that in this meal of the baptized 

children of God our Lord gives forgiveness of sins, life and 

salvation. All who seek the mercy and grace of God in this Body 

and Blood of our Lord Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s Table. 

 

WORSHIP | Saturdays 5:00pm, Sundays 8:30 & 10:45am. 

CHILDCARE | Sunday mornings, Wednesday evenings. 

HEARING LOOP | Use T-coil mode, or ask for headphones. 

                                       (Hearing loop currently under repair.) 

 

offering in January will be given to Hunger Task 

Force, which serves over 120 meal sites, food 

pantries, youth programs, and outreach sites in La Crosse, 

Vernon, Trempealeau, Crawford and Monroe Counties in 

Wisconsin, Houston and Winona Counties in Minnesota, and 

Allamakee County in Iowa. Hunger Task Force was chosen by 

our PreK/Kindergarten Sunday School class. 

 

GIVE ONLINE | Visit englishlutheran.org/onlinegiving, 

use the QR code, download the Vanco Mobile Faith 

app, or text an amount (no decimal point or dollar 

sign) to 855.929.1663. Give a one-time offering, or set up a 

recurring donation! 

 

TODAY’S LEADERS: 

Musicians| Trevor Dupej, Mike James, Vocal Choir 

8:30| Kinsley Crawford, Cam Court, Vicki Hatleli, Mike Schnitzius, 

Maddie Sweeney, Ellie Bemis, Peter Moulton, Kara Seiffert, 

Karen Guptill, Joan Allen 

 

THANK YOU TO PASTOR LISA SHANK for being with us this 

weekend! 
 

 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Becky Goche 

 

Ministers: 

All Baptized Members 

 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

In Christ, we welcome, 

worship, and work in the world. 

 
OUR VISION STATEMENT 

Live life abundantly. By the 

grace of God, we shall be a 

healthy, mission-focused 

congregation, full of life. 

 
OUR WELCOME STATEMENT 

The faith community of English 

Lutheran Church is rooted in 

Christ and committed to living 

life generously. We celebrate 

diversity of sexual orientation, 

gender identity, race, 

ethnicity, age, economic 

status, marital status, physical 

or mental ability. We are 

united in the Holy Spirit as we 

embrace our differences. 

We welcome all as we strive to 

be a community equipped for 

God's mission in the world. 

We invite you to join us as we 

seek to promote racial equity, 

social and economic justice, 

and care for our environment. 
 

Wherever you are 

on your faith journey, 

there is a place for you here. 

 
englishlutheran.org 

    
 



GATHERING ELW – red hymnal | ACS – purple hymnal 

Prelude & Welcome to Worship 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who 

spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. Amen.  
 

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. Mighty God, lover of 

justice, you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the 

expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the 

right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and 

give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, 

our God. Amen.  
 

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of 

water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin 

in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the 

gift of peace. Amen.  

 

Gathering Hymn ACS #976 | Come and See (sung 3x) 

 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. And also with you. 

 



Prayer of the Day 
Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through your 

grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Special Music | Lamb of God | Vocal Choir 
 

WORD 
Young People’s Message | Pastor Lisa Shank 
 

Lesson | Isaiah 49:1-7 (OT, pg 753) 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 40:1-11 
1 I waited patiently upon the Lord,  

 who stooped to me and heard my cry.  
2 The Lord lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the miry clay,  

 and set my feet upon a high cliff, making my footing sure.  
3 The Lord put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God;  

 many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the Lord.  
4 Happy are they who trust in the Lord!  

 They do not turn to enemies or to those who follow lies.  
5 Great are the wonders you have done, O Lord my God! In your plans for us, none can  

 be compared with you!  

 Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! But they are more than I can count.  
6 Sacrifice and offering you do not desire;  

 you have opened my ears: burnt-offering and sin-offering you have not required.  
7 And so I said, “Here I am; I come.  

 In the scroll of the book it is written of me:  
8 ‘I love to do your will, O my God;  

 your law is deep within me.’ ”  
9 I proclaimed righteousness in the great assembly;  

 I have not restrained my lips, O Lord, you know.  
10 I have not hidden your righteousness in my heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness  

 and your deliverance;  

  I have not concealed your steadfast love and truth from the great assembly.  
11 You are the Lord; do not withhold your compassion from me;  

 may your steadfast love and your truth continually keep me safe. 
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Lesson | 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 (NT, pg 173) 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



Gospel Acclamation | ELW Setting 8, pg 188 

 

 
 

Gospel | John 1:29-42 (NT, pg 95) 
Before: The holy gospel according to John… Glory to You, O Lord. 

After: The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sermon | Pastor Lisa Shank 
 

Hymn of the Day ACS #979 | Making Their Way 

 



Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith: I believe in God, the Father 

almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and 

he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

MEAL 
Offering & Offering Prayer 

God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those 

who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have 

gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right … and glorify your holy name. 

 

Words of Institution 
During the Words of Institution, we invite you to raise the bread and the cup respectively as the pastor does. 

In this way, we are church together. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 



 
 

Invitation & Distribution of Communion 
This is the body of Christ, given for you. This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

Communion Songs 
ACS #954 | You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd 

 



ELW #336 | Lamb of God 

 
 

Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord … keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 
Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his 

body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that 

our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and 

heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
Announcements 
 

Blessing 
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for 

praise ☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sending Hymn ELW #866 | We are Marching in the Light of God 

 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Thanks be to God. 
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