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Welcome to worship on January 11, 2026

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Becky Goche

Ministers:
All Baptized Members

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
In Christ, we welcome,
worship, and work in the world.

OUR VISION STATEMENT
Live life abundantly. By the
grace of God, we shall be a

healthy, mission-focused

congregation, full of life.

OUR WELCOME STATEMENT
The faith community of English
Lutheran Church is rooted in
Christ and committed to living
life generously. We celebrate
diversity of sexual orientation,
gender identity, race,
ethnicity, age, economic
status, marital status, physical
or mental ability. We are
united in the Holy Spirit as we
embrace our differences.
We welcome all as we strive to
be a community equipped for
God's mission in the world.
We invite you to join us as we
seek to promote racial equity,
social and economic justice,
and care for our environment.

Wherever you are
on your faith journey,
there is a place for you here.

englisn lutheran

Baptism of
Our Lord

WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION. Lutherans
believe that Christ, the Incarnate Word of God, is truly present
in the Lord’s Supper and that in this meal of the baptized
children of God our Lord gives forgiveness of sins, life and
salvation. Allwho seek the mercy and grace of God in this Body
and Blood of our Lord Jesus are welcome to the Lord’s Table.

WORSHIP | Saturdays 5:00pm, Sundays 8:30 & 10:45am.

CHILDCARE | Sunday mornings, Wednesday evenings.

HEARING LOOP | Use T-coil mode, or ask for headphones.
(Hearing loop currently under repair.)

offering in January will be given to Hunger Task
Force, which serves over 120 meal sites, food
pantries, youth programs, and outreach sites in La Crosse,
Vernon, Trempealeau, Crawford and Monroe Counties in
Wisconsin, Houston and Winona Counties in Minnesota, and
Allamakee County in lowa. Hunger Task Force was chosen by
our PreK/Kindergarten Sunday School class.

HUNqRY

EI’""EI GIVE ONLINE | Visit englishlutheran.org/onlinegiving,
meies  use the QR code, download the Vanco Mobile Faith
w#%r.  app, or text an amount (no decimal point or dollar
sign) to 855.929.1663. Give a one-time offering, or set up @
recurring donation!

TODAY'’S LEADERS:

Musicians | Trevor Dupej

8:30| Liam McCoy, Peter Moulton, Joan Allen, Mike Schnitzius,
Maddie Sweeney, Abby Frost, Caleb Farmer, Pamela
Strittmater, Debra Daehn Zellmer, Cam Court, Emily Farmer,
Irene TenEyck

WELCOME, JESSE KLOSTERBOER and PASTOR MARY HAYS
RUNYON of Sugar Creek Bible Camp! Sugar Creek is a Christ-
centered community in Southeastern Wisconsin, empowered
by God’s grace to live out faith, stewardship, and belonging.
Sugar Creek is an outdoor ministry of the ELCA “Where all
generations encounter Christ, experience God's grace, and
are empowered by the Holy Spirit to go forth in faith.”

1509 King Street « La Crosse, WI 54601 « 6(

)8-784-9335 + office@englishlutheran.org * www.englishlutheran.org



GATHERING

ELW —red hymnal | ACS - purple hymnal
Prelude & Welcome to Worship

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us
birth, our light and our salvation. Amen.

Joined to Christ ... now and forever. Amen.

Gathering Hymn ELW #423 | Shall We Gather at the River
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1 Shall we gath-er at the riv-er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,
2 On the mar-gin of the riv-er, wash - ing up its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-'ry bur-den down;
4 Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv-er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we  will walk and wor -ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en  day.
grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a robe and crown.
soon our hap-py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
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Yes, we'll gath-er at the riv-er, the beau-ti-ful, the beau-ti-ful riv - er;
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gath-er with the saints at the riv - er that flows by the throne of  God.

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and
anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their
calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

WORD
Young People’s Message | Jesse Klosterboer



Lesson | Isaiah 42:1-9 (OT, pg 743)
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 29
1 Ascribe to the Lord, you gods,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name;
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
4The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
¢the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a cailf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
’The voice of the Lord
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
?The voice of the Lord makes the oak frees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!”
10The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore.
11O Lord, give strength to your people;
give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Lesson | Acts 10:34-43 (NT, pg 143)
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation | ELW Setting 8, pg 188
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Gospel | Matthew 3:13-17 (NT, pg 3)
Before: The holy gospel according to Matthew... Glory to You, O Lord.
After: The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon | Jesse Klosterboer

Hymn of the Day ELW #459 | Wade in the Water
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1 See that host all dressed in white,
2 See that band all dressed in red: God’s a-goin’-a trou-ble the
3 Look o - ver yon-der, what do I see?
4 If you don’t be-lieve I've been re - deemed,
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W - looks like the band that .. Mo - ses led,
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just  fol - low medown to. .. Jor - dan’s strcam,
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: WADE IN THE WATER, African American spiritual

Prayers of Intercession
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL
Offering | Special Music | Create in Me, Jesse Klosterboer

Offering Prayer
God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those
who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have
gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right ... and glorify your holy name.

Words of Institution
During the Words of Institution, we invite you to raise the bread and the cup respectively as the pastor does.
In this way, we are church together. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave if for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Lord’s Prayer
Gathered around the table by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. Our Father in
heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Invitation & Distribution of Communion
This is the body of Christ, given for you. This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.

Communion Special Music
Seek Ye First, Humble Thyself/Awesome God, Jesus Loves Me, Jesse Klosterboer

Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord ... keep you in his grace. Amen.

Prayer After Communion
Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his
body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that
our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and
heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING
Announcements

Blessing
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for
praise + bless you now and forever. Amen.



Sending Hymn ACS #957 | Take Me to the Water
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1 Take me to the wa - ter, take me to the wa - ter,
2 I .. .love.. Je - ...love.. Je - sus,
3 He’s..my.. Sav - .. my .. Sav - ior,
4 Glo - ry, hal-le - Iu - jah. Glo - ry, hal-le - lu - jah.
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take me to the wa - ter to be bap - tized.
I ...love .. Je - sus, oh, yes, I do.
he’s . . my. .. Sav - ior, oh, yes, he is.
Glo-ry, hal-le - lu - jah to be bap - tized.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: TAKE ME TO THE WATER, African American spiritual

Dismissal
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Thanks be to God.
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Postlude



