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Welcome to worship on January 4, 2026

Pastoral Staff
Rev. Becky Goche

Ministers:
All Baptized Members

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
In Christ, we welcome,
worship, and work in the world.

OUR VISION STATEMENT
Live life abundantly. By the
grace of God, we shall be a
healthy, mission-focused
congregation, full of life.

OUR WELCOME STATEMENT
The faith community of English
Lutheran Church is rooted in
Christ and committed to living
life generously. We celebrate
diversity of sexual orientation,
gender identity, race,
ethnicity, age, economic
status, marital status, physical
or mental ability. We are
united in the Holy Spirit as we
embrace our differences.
We welcome all as we strive to
be a community equipped for
God's mission in the world.
We invite you to join us as we
seek to promote racial equity,
social and economic justice,
and care for our environment.

Wherever you are
on your faith journey,
there is a place for you here.

Epiphany of
Ouvr Lord

WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION. Lutherans
believe that Christ, the Incarnate Word of God, is truly
present in the Lord’s Supper and that in this meal of the
baptized children of God our Lord gives forgiveness of sins,
life and salvation. All who seek the mercy and grace of God
in this Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus are welcome to the
Lord’s Table.

WORSHIP | Saturdays 5:00pm, Sundays 8:30 & 10:45am.
CHILDCARE | Sunday mornings, Wednesday evenings.

HEARING LOOP | Use T-coil mode, or ask for headphones.
(Hearing loop currently under repair.)

offering in January will be given to Hunger Task
Force, which serves over 120 meal sites, food
pantries, youth programs, and outreach sites in La Crosse,
Vernon, Trempealeau, Crawford and Monroe Counties in
Wisconsin, Houston and Winona Counties in Minnesota, and
Allamakee County in lowa. Hunger Task Force was chosen
by our PreK/Kindergarten Sunday School class.

HUNqRY

gt app, or text an amount (no decimal point or dollar
sign) to 855.929.1663. Give a one-fime offering, or set up a
recurring donation!

TODAY'S LEADERS:

Musicians | Luke Thering

8:30| Karen Guptill, Michael Schnitzius, Pam Strittmater, Beth
Twiton, Denise Strudthoff, Kinsley Crawford, Cam Court

THE WHITE ROSE on the altaris in memory of Shirley Ryan, who
passed away on Friday, December 26, 2025. May God bless
her memory among us all.
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GATH ERI NG ELW —red hymnal | ACS - purple hymnal
Prelude & Welcome to Worship
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1 This lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
2 Ev-'ry - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;

0 4

P A1 [ — N | | T 1 N

V4% | I | 1} | | | | 1) |

[ {40 1| & | & & O & & | | I

G I EE— — E—— © & .

—e & - O
this lit - tle light of mine, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
ev - ry - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
ev - ry - where I go, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine,
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: THIS JOY, African American spiritual

Confession & Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of

Peace. Amen.

Trusting in God'’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for
reflection. Reconciling God, we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and
despair. We confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love;
we have not always recognized your presence among us; we have not always embraced
your message of peace. We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and
fear. We confess our failure to make room for those seeking refuge; our participation in
violent systems that harm your innocent ones; our reluctance to embody your good

news. Be born in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. Amen.

God'’s grace upon grace flows over you. + Christ’'s presence redeems the whole
creation. Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! Amen.
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out  your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, . for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
0w
A5 | Y T T f Y
ieeas s = —
J ~— b E———— E |'
u - ni -ty of all; for
hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
wa - fter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, . for our work and our play,
nour-ish our souls . with your bod -y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
Greefting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us
now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your

glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
Young People’s Message | Pastor Becky Goche



Lesson | Isaiah 60:1-6
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king's son;
2that he may rule your people righteously

and the poor with justice;
3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,

and the hills, in righteousness.
4Let him defend the needy among the people,

rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.
5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another.
¢ Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,

like showers that water the earth.
7In his time may the righteous flourish;

and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,

and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.
1" May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service.
12For the king delivers the poor who cry outin distress,

the oppressed, and those who have no helper.
13He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives of the needy.
14From oppression and violence he redeems their lives,

and precious is their blood in his sight.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Lesson | Ephesians 3:1-12
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation | ELW Setting 8, pg 188
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al - le -lu - 1a.

Gospel | Matthew 2:1-12

Before: The holy gospel according to Matthew... Glory to You, O Lord.
After: The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.



Sermon | Pastor Becky Goche

Hymn of the Day ELW #815 | | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
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11 want to walk as a child of the light. I  want to
2 1 want to see. .. the bright-ness of God. I  want to
3 I'm look-ing for... the com-ing of Christ. I  want to
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light to the world. The star of my life is Je - Sus.
shine on my path, and show me the way to the Fa - ther.
pa- tience the race, we shall know the joy of Je - sus.
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Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934
Music: HOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music © 1970, 1975 Celebration

Apostles’ Creed
With the whole church, let us confess our faith... | believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL

Offering & Offering Prayer
God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow.
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may
rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Liff up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right ... join their unending hymn:
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Bless-ed 1is

he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-
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san - na, ho - san na, ho - san - na in the high - est.

Words of Institution
During the Words of Institution, we invite you to raise the bread and the cup respectively as the pastor does.
In this way, we are church together. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.



Lord’s Prayer
O
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Invitation & Distribution of Communion
This is the body of Christ, given for you. This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.

Lamb of God | ELW Setting 8, pg 191
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world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.



Communion Songs
ELW #300 | The First Noel
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I The first No - el the an - gel did say was to
2 They look - ed up and  saw a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that same star three . .
4 This star drew near to the north - west, o’er
5 Then en - tered in those wise . . men three, full
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cer-tain poor shep - herds in  fields as they lay; in fields  where
in ... the -east be - yond . . them far; and to the
wise. . men came .. from coun - try far; to seek for a
Beth - le - hem it took its  rest; and there it
rev. - ‘rent-ly ... wup-on ... their knee, and of - fered
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night that was so deep.
tin-ued both day and night.
star ~ wher - ev - er it went. No - ‘el No - el No -
place where Je - sus lay.
myrrh, and  frank - in - cense.
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el, No - el! Born is the King of Is - ra -el

Text: English traditional

Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional



ELW #294 | In the Bleak Midwinter
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1 In the bleak mid - win - ter, frost - y wind made moan,
2 Heav-en can - not hold him, nor . . .. earth sus - tain;
3 What. . . can I give  him, poor. . .. as I am?
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carth stood hard as i - ron, wa - ter like a stone;
heav’n and earth shall flee a- way when he comes to reign;
If I were a shep - herd I would bring a lamb;
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in the bleak mid - win - ter a sta - ble place suf - ficed
if I were a wise . . . man I would do my part;
n } } il
e e
@ - ﬁ | b4 [7] == - [ J O
) 3 r i ) Ny o
in the bleak mid - win - fter, long a - go.
the Lord ... God al - might - vy, Je - sus Christ.
yet what I can I  give him— give my heart.

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
Music: CRANHAM, Gustav Holst, 1874—-1934

Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord ... keep you in his grace. Amen.

Sending of Communion
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to
feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care,
nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort

of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
Announcements

Blessing

The friune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, + bless you with
endless grace, peace, and joy. Amen.
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Sendiqg Hymn ELW #671 | Shine, Jesus, Shine
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Shine. Je - sus, shine, fill this Jand with the Fa-ther's glo-ry;
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set us free by the truth you now bnng us.
mir - rored  here.  may our lives tell your sto - 1v%
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Shine on me, shine on me:
Shine on me, shine on me:

Dismissal

Glory to God in the highest! And peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in joy. Embody God's redeeming grace. Thanks be to God.
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