
 

 
 

Welcome to worship on January 4, 2026 
 

 

 

Epiphany of 

Our Lord 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO THIS SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION. Lutherans 

believe that Christ, the Incarnate Word of God, is truly 

present in the Lord’s Supper and that in this meal of the 

baptized children of God our Lord gives forgiveness of sins, 

life and salvation. All who seek the mercy and grace of God 

in this Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus are welcome to the 

Lord’s Table. 
 

WORSHIP | Saturdays 5:00pm, Sundays 8:30 & 10:45am. 

CHILDCARE | Sunday mornings, Wednesday evenings. 

HEARING LOOP | Use T-coil mode, or ask for headphones. 
                                       (Hearing loop currently under repair.) 
 

offering in January will be given to Hunger Task 

Force, which serves over 120 meal sites, food 

pantries, youth programs, and outreach sites in La Crosse, 

Vernon, Trempealeau, Crawford and Monroe Counties in 

Wisconsin, Houston and Winona Counties in Minnesota, and 

Allamakee County in Iowa. Hunger Task Force was chosen 

by our PreK/Kindergarten Sunday School class. 
 

GIVE ONLINE | Visit englishlutheran.org/onlinegiving, 

use the QR code, download the Vanco Mobile Faith 

app, or text an amount (no decimal point or dollar 

sign) to 855.929.1663. Give a one-time offering, or set up a 

recurring donation! 
 

TODAY’S LEADERS: 

Musicians| Luke Thering 

8:30| Karen Guptill, Michael Schnitzius, Pam Strittmater, Beth 

Twiton, Denise Strudthoff, Kinsley Crawford, Cam Court 
 

THE WHITE ROSE on the altar is in memory of Shirley Ryan, who 

passed away on Friday, December 26, 2025. May God bless 

her memory among us all. 

 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Becky Goche 

 

Ministers: 

All Baptized Members 

 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

In Christ, we welcome, 

worship, and work in the world. 

 
OUR VISION STATEMENT 

Live life abundantly. By the 

grace of God, we shall be a 

healthy, mission-focused 

congregation, full of life. 

 
OUR WELCOME STATEMENT 

The faith community of English 

Lutheran Church is rooted in 

Christ and committed to living 

life generously. We celebrate 

diversity of sexual orientation, 

gender identity, race, 

ethnicity, age, economic 

status, marital status, physical 

or mental ability. We are 

united in the Holy Spirit as we 

embrace our differences. 

We welcome all as we strive to 

be a community equipped for 

God's mission in the world. 

We invite you to join us as we 

seek to promote racial equity, 

social and economic justice, 

and care for our environment. 
 

Wherever you are 

on your faith journey, 

there is a place for you here. 

 
englishlutheran.org 

    
 



GATHERING ELW – red hymnal | ACS – purple hymnal 

Prelude & Welcome to Worship 
 

Gathering Hymn ELW #677 | This Little Light of Mine 

 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of 

Peace. Amen.   
 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for 

reflection. Reconciling God, we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and 

despair. We confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love;  

we have not always recognized your presence among us; we have not always embraced 

your message of peace. We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and 

fear. We confess our failure to make room for those seeking refuge; our participation in 

violent systems that harm your innocent ones; our reluctance to embody your good 

news. Be born in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. Amen.  
 

God’s grace upon grace flows over you. ☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole 

creation. Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! Amen.  

 

 

 

 



Kyrie 

 
 

Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us 

now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your 

glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

WORD 
Young People’s Message | Pastor Becky Goche 
 

 



Lesson | Isaiah 60:1-6 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
1 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son;  
2 that he may rule your people righteously  

 and the poor with justice;  
3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,  

 and the hills, in righteousness.  
4 Let him defend the needy among the people,  

 rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another.  
6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,  

 like showers that water the earth.  
7 In his time may the righteous flourish;  

 and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.  
10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,  

 and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.  
11 May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service.  
12 For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress,  

 the oppressed, and those who have no helper.  
13 He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives of the needy.  
14 From oppression and violence he redeems their lives,  

 and precious is their blood in his sight.  
 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Lesson | Ephesians 3:1-12 
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation | ELW Setting 8, pg 188 

 

 
 

Gospel | Matthew 2:1-12 
Before: The holy gospel according to Matthew… Glory to You, O Lord. 

After: The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to You, O Christ. 



Sermon | Pastor Becky Goche 
 

Hymn of the Day ELW #815 | I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith… I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he 

will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

Prayers of Intercession 
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 



Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

MEAL 
Offering & Offering Prayer 

God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. 

Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may 

rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right … join their unending hymn: 

 
 

Words of Institution 
During the Words of Institution, we invite you to raise the bread and the cup respectively as the pastor does. 

In this way, we are church together. In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lord’s Prayer 

 
 

Invitation & Distribution of Communion 
This is the body of Christ, given for you. This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 

 

Lamb of God | ELW Setting 8, pg 191 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Communion Songs 
ELW #300 | The First Noel 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ELW #294 | In the Bleak Midwinter 

 
 

Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord … keep you in his grace. Amen. 

 

Sending of Communion 
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to 

feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort 

of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 
Announcements 
 

Blessing 
The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, ☩ bless you with 

endless grace, peace, and joy. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Sending Hymn ELW #671 | Shine, Jesus, Shine 

 
 

Dismissal 
Glory to God in the highest! And peace to God’s people on earth! 

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. Thanks be to God. 
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