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Filled with the Spirit

At a special congregational meeting on Sunday, June 18, 
English Lutheran Church voted to call Becky Goche as our 
next Associate Pastor. Becky is a 2017 graduate of Wartburg 
Theological Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa. She completed her 
internship at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Des Moines, Iowa 
under the supervision of Pastor Rachel Thorson Mithelman. 

Becky is a second career pastor who served eighteen years 
as a Park Ranger with the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service. As a Park Ranger, Becky’s primary responsibilities 
were teaching environmental education, volunteer coordina-
tion and, of course, administration. Becky completed her 
undergraduate education at South Dakota State University 
where she earned a Bachelor of Science in Biology/Zoology.   

President Deb Bemis signed the Letter of Call on behalf of 
our congregation and forwarded the letter to the bishop. 
Bishop Arends will add his signature and the Letter of Call 
will be sent to Becky who will have 30 days to accept the call 
or return the call. Assuming Becky accepts the call (highly 
likely); she will be ordained at an 11:00 a.m. service at 

St. John’s Lutheran Church in Des Moines, Iowa on Saturday, 
July 29. I assume there will be a caravan of cars from English 
Lutheran attending Becky’s ordination. Becky will begin her 
ministry at English Lutheran shortly after her ordination. 

We thank members of our Call Committee who approached 
their task with prayer, faithfulness, dedication and deep devo-
tion: Tom Barth (chairperson), Joan Allen, Jacob Dreves, 
Kirsten Gabriel, Adam Hatfield, Robert Weeks and Pastor 
Mark Solyst. 

Wow! How generous Lutherans are! How 
willing Lutherans are to roll up their 
sleeves and help their neighbors. Though 
not an official delegate at the assembly, 
I was able to attend the 2017 La Crosse 
Synod Assembly because I am on the Syn-
od Subcommittee for World Hunger, and 
with my husband, Bob, helped set up and 
man our display table at the assembly. I 
came away amazed, humbled, and inspired 
by what we as Lutherans can do when we 
combine our faith in a loving God and a 
spirit of compassion for all peoples. 

Last year the ELCA put an emphasis on 
World Hunger to address the issue that 
795 million people in the world, or one in 
10, suffer from chronic hunger, and one 
billion people live in extreme poverty on 
less than $1.25 a day. With God’s help and 

the work and generosity of God’s people, 
over 21.9 million dollars was raised to 
fight hunger and related issues throughout 
the United States and 60 other countries 
last year. Thank you to all who care for 
those in need and are willing to share!

We were honored to have Mikka Mc-
Cracken, National Director of Planning 
and Engagement at ELCA World Hunger, 
address the Assembly and share the goals, 
the challenges of the ELCA. She shared 
stories of how our gifts bring hope to 
millions of people worldwide by support-
ing education and leadership training for 
women, by providing tools and training so 
people can better grow their own food and 
improve production, by providing relief 
where wars or natural disasters displace 
peoples. The work of the ELCA certainly 

is far reaching.
 
The annual assembly is a time 
when members of the La Crosse 
Synod can celebrate our work. Last year 
synod churches each brought cows to the as-
sembly. One hundred-forty two cows grazed 
the lawns of Luther College, each cow 
representing $500 given to World Hunger. 
This year each congregation brought quilts. 
Hundreds of quilts, 10 of which came from 
English, adorned the meeting hall of the 
assembly. These quilts will now be sent to 
Lutheran World Relief or New Horizons. 

The La Crosse Synod World Hunger team
recognized at the Assembly the work and
efforts of the synod congregations in
fighting hunger and economic injustice. 

continued on page 8
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“On the night he was betrayed, he took 
the bread gave thanks and said, ‘Take, 
eat, my friends, this broken bread. This 
is my body for forgiveness of your sin. 
When you eat, my friends, this meal of 
love, remember me and my love for you 
again.’ On the night he was betrayed, 
he took the cup, he gave thanks and 
said, ‘Take, drink, my friends, this cup 
of wine. This is my blood for forgive-
ness of your sin. When you drink, my 
friends, this cup of love, remember me 
and my love for you again.”

This is the song that you have heard 
sung during worship. The text is known 
as the Words of Institution, and is taken 
from 1 Corinthians 11, commemorating 
Jesus’ command that we break bread 
together in memorial acclamation that 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, and 
Christ will come again. Singing the 
meal portion of worship has histori-
cal precedent: the ancient church used 
Gregorian chant in the dialogue:
 The Lord be with you.
 And also with you.
 Lift up your hearts.
 We lift them to the Lord.
 Let us give thanks to the Lord 
    our God.
 It is right to give our thanks 
    and praise.
Singing intertwines lyric and melody, 
text and music. When the words of in-
stitution are sung, the musical language 
that speaks in each of us is reignited 
to hear and listen. And what beautiful 
words of Christ we recall: remember 
that in that Last Supper, even his be-
trayer was invited to eat and drink at the 
same table.

When you partake, you join saints 
present and saints past in deep con-
nection to this mystery that God has 
provided. When you share peace prior 
to partaking, you reconcile yourself to 
your neighbor so that we can all partake 
joyfully. You already play a big part in 

the banquet. If you serve (or are think-
ing of serving) your fellow friends in 
Christ the bread and wine, you play an 
even bigger role. Finally, think of the 
preparers of any meal: the backbone of 
the preparation of this meal is thanks to 
volunteers of the altar ministry in the 
sacristy. If you feel drawn to serving 
communion, prepping in the sacristy, or 
baking communion bread, please talk to 
a member of staff! Any of these activi-
ties can be tangible ways to serve in a 
meaningful way.

This meal and this song is a visible and 
tangible reminder of God’s love for 
us, and that no one is turned away. In 
fact, we insist on inviting all who are 
present and drawn to Christ’s love to 
partake at God’s table, just as Christ 
did. For we recognize one bread, one 
body, one Lord of all, one cup of bless-
ing -- though we are are many (Gentile 
or Jew, woman or man) throughout 
the earth, we are one body. Hallelujah! 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore, let us keep the feast!

Eddie Kim - Director of Worship

For I received from the Lord 
          what I also handed on to you

Riverside Park
at

 
  River 
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Pastor’s Press

Fundamentals in 
Baseball And Faith

Baseball is a game of fundamentals. 
Can you lay down a sacrifice bunt? 
Can you turn a double play? Can you 
hit the cutoff man? Fundamentals are 
essential to success at all levels from 
Little League to Major League base-
ball. Both the Minnesota Twins and 
the Milwaukee Brewers are leading 
their respective divisions as I write this 
article. Both the Twins and Brewers 
are doing a great job with their funda-
mentals. 

Success on our faith journey also de-
pends on mastering the fundamentals 
such as worship, prayer, service and 
stewardship. One of the fundamentals 
that is easy to practice is the three-
minute devotional. 

Earlier this year, I was surprised to 
discover that both Pastor Rog and I 
were using a devotional book entitled 
The Word for Every Day by Alvin Rog-
ness. Al Rogness was the president 
of Luther Seminary when we were 
students there. The Word for Every 
Day consists of 365 devotional read-
ings. The daily readings are one-page 
long and easy to read in two to three 
minutes. Rogness’ illustrations, stories 
and thoughts center my mind in the 
morning and help my day get off to a 
good start. Although no longer pub-

lished, Rogness’ devotional book is 
still available on Amazon.com. 

English Lutheran 
provides Christ in 
our Home, a daily 
devotional book that 
is available in both 
regular type and 
large print. We have 
copies for you in 
the narthex kiosk and at the Welcome 
Center. Christ in our Home is pub-
lished quarterly and would be an easy 
way to get started on a daily devotional. 

If you have a favorite daily devotional, 
I would love to hear about it. I hope 
to create an annotated data base of 
devotional books. I believe there are 
many people at English Lutheran that 
would be interested in daily devotional 
books recommended by their brothers 
and sisters in Christ. Send me the title 
of the devotional book and its author. 
Please include a short paragraph 
describing the book and why you like 
it. If the book targets a particular audi-
ence such as adult men or teenage 
girls please include that information. 

Just like baseball teams practice 
the fundamentals every day, so also 
Christians of all ages benefit from 
those fundamental faith practices that 
nurture our spirit and guide our lives. 

Pastor Mark Solyst

CIRCLES of SUPPORT

Circles of Support are groups of 4-5 community members who meet weekly with 
someone recently released from jail or prison (called a “core member”) to assist 
her or him in making a successful transition from incarceration to stable life in the 
community. In Wisconsin, 50% of people released into the community will end up 
back in jail or prison. Community support for six months after their release is critical 
to reintegration into society. A Circle of Support can greatly reduce recidivism. The 
Compassionate Community Faith Alliance (www.ccfaithalliance.org) provides train-
ing and oversight for the La Crosse Area Circles of Support. 

We would like to create one or two Circles of Support from English Lutheran 
Church. Once we have volunteers identified, we will schedule a training date. Vol-
unteers make a six-month commitment to the Circle. If you are interested or want 
more information, please talk to Pastor Mark or go to the Compassionate Commu-
nity Faith Alliance website. 
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Worship Volunteer Schedule
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If you are unable to volunteer at the appointed time, please contact a person on 
the list to substitute. Change information on our web site: go to Worship & 
Music> Worship Volunteers, or go to this link http://bit.ly/1I96csZ or call the 
church office 784-9335.

One year ago, Pastor Melinda 
accepted a position at the Francis-
can Spirituality Center, Paul San-
nerud was appointed a synodically 
authorized minister in Galesville 
and Jackie Hauser retired and we 
needed help in worship. Eddie Kim 
came to the rescue and agreed 
to serve as an interim, part-time 
Director of Worship for one year.

During this past year, we have 
enjoyed Eddie’s enthusiasm on the 
piano and appreciated his choice 
in hymns and liturgies. Eddie also 
prepares all our worship slides for 
the screens in the sanctuary, which 
he will continue to do as a volun-
teer in the coming year. 

As a congregation, we will have an 
opportunity to thank Eddie for his 
service to our congregation dur-
ing a reception in the Fellowship 
Hall between services on Sunday, 
August 20. 

Thank You
DR. EDDIE KIM



by Deb Bemis, Pete Bemis, 
Kerri Jahnke, and Eddie Kim

On June 9 through 11, the four of us 
(along with Pastor Mark) went as your 
delegation to the La Crosse Area Synod 
Assembly. The weekend kicked off with 
a talk from Beth Lewis (CEO Augs-
burg Fortress) on Google, the modern 
Gutenberg, as well as a healing service, 
both hosted at English. Pastor Libby 
Howe’s sermon centered at 1 Peter 2, 
“Once you were not a people, but now 
you are God’s peoples.” This re-forming 
(dash intentional) of us as people -- 
turning us into God’s people -- was a 
central theme for the weekend. The re-
formation, or re-forming of the Lutheran 
church history is based on change.

Another major scriptural theme cen-
tered around Revelation 21:1-5. The 
ending of this text “Behold, I make all 
things new” is the name of the late Ben 
Larson’s beautiful and catchy setting 
of Holy Communion. Between mission 
moments, devotional talks, and worship, 
we were reminded of what it means to 
be God’s peoples, what it means to live 
as Lutherans 500 years after the Refor-
mation, and what positive impacts the 
ELCA has on our nation and world.

On Saturday and Sunday, we heard 
meditations from gifted speakers like 
Twyla Sandvick and Mikka McCracken. 
Twyla shared her story about leav-
ing poverty in Belize, as well as the 
church’s AMMPARO program which 
accompanies migrant minors. Mikka 
shared with us the church wide goal 

for a thriving, equipping, inviting, vis-
ible, and sustainable church. She also 
reported on the synod’s mission sup-
port of $379,504 which goes to support 
the needs of the church in mission. We 
heard about the work of International 
Women Leaders and Lutheran Disaster 
Relief. Finally, and perhaps most amaz-
ingly, Mikka commended our synod 
on the work of World Hunger with last 
year’s cow project, with special thanks 
to Bob and Kathy Weeks. She informed 
us that other synods have been copying 
the project for their hunger initiatives.

Two of the resolutions we adopted 
unanimously were in favor of continuing 
our hunger initiatives: first we voted to 
sustain a three-year goal of $600,000 
towards the World Hunger Appeal 
(motivated by 2016’s contributions of 
$208,231.97) and voted to encourage 
every congregation in the Synod to ap-
point a World Hunger Leader who will 
work with the Synod Hunger Sub
committee. (In our own congregation, 
Bob and Kathy Weeks serve as World 
Hunger Leaders.) We recognized David 
Larson’s service to LSS and adopted 
constitutional changes recommended 
by last year’s Church wide Assembly.

Every activity that weekend had a 
reminder of our Christian charge to go 
love and serve the world. Approximately 
500 quilts, blankets, and shawls as 
part of the “Coverings of Care” initia-
tive surrounded us as visible reminders 
of God’s work through God’s peoples. 
After assembly, these were donated to 
those in need. As your delegation, we 

attended workshops on topics ranging 
from a church in a chicken coop to Lu-
theran hymnody to the hidden power of 
racism in our community, and building 
vital congregations.

On Saturday evening, the student 
musicians of Lutheran Campus Ministry 
hosted “Root beer, Beer, and Hymns” at 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. Pastor 
Ben Morris thanked the congregations 
in the synod for their faithfulness in 
time, treasure, and cookies, remind-
ing us that we punch “way above our 
weight class.” The Lutheran Campus 
Ministry is developing plans to retire 
their mortgage of $152,000 that eats up 
approximately 65% of their budget.

Sunday after the elections and reso-
lution business, we had the fortune 
of having extra time available before 
closing worship, so Synod Vice Presi-
dent Lori Toso spoke on sabbath, and 
thanked us all for giving Pastor Libby 
and Bishop Jim the chance to get re-
freshed on sabbaticals. In celebration of 
all that we have done, in all that we will 
continue to do, now reclaiming our-
selves as God’s re-formed people, we 
celebrated a service of Holy Commu-
nion using Ben Larson’s liturgy “Behold, 
I make all things new.”

Re-Forming God’s People’s - La Crosse Area Synod Assembly
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Scholarships
There is money in the memorial fund account designated 
for scholarships to students attending UW-L. Further stipu-
lation is that the applicant must be of sophomore status or 
beyond; majoring in education and regular in attendance at 
English Lutheran Church. If interested, please contact 
Pastor Mark Solyst for additional information.

The memorial fund has also recieved contribution desig-
nated for scholarships to individuals attending a Lutheran 
College. The applicant must be of sophomore status or be-
yond. There is one stipulation regarding this scholarship. A 
contributor is restricted from designating a relative to be the 
recipient. If interested, please contact Pastor Mark Solyst 
for additional information.
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Volunteer Schedule
Please refer to the schedules and reminders 

  by the volunteer captains 
or the church office.  

If you can’t participate on your assigned date, 
please find someone to replace you, and contact your 
volunteer captain and the church office so the change 
may be listed in the bulletin. If you wish to volunteer, 

please contact the person listed below to inquire. Thanks 
for your time and talents as well as your cooperation.

Acolytes - Niki Pohnl
 784-8876 x 204, niki@englishlutheran.org

Altar Ministry - Karla Strangstalien and Nancy Mills  
 787-9803, walize18@yahoo.com.
 788-4346, hnmills@juno.com

Coffee Servers - Niki Pohnl
 784-8876 x 204, niki@englishlutheran.org

Communion Assts.  - Sarah Herath
 784-8876 x 202, sarah@englishlutheran.org

Cookie Providers - Carol Robertson
 784-8876 x 202, carol@englishlutheran.org

Lectors - Carol Robertson
 784-8876 x 202, carol@englishlutheran.org

Nursery Attendants - Niki Pohnl
 784-8876 x 204, niki@englishlutheran.org

 Offering Counters - Bill Newburg
 788-6312, wenkhn@centurylink.net

Tech Team - Sarah Herath
 784-8876 x 202, sarah@englishlutheran.org  

Ushers 5:00 Sat. - Karla Strangstalien
 787-9803, walize18@yahoo.com

Ushers 8:30 -  Mark Flaten
 mflaten61@gmail.com

Ushers 10:45 - Al Graewin 
 agraewin@aol.com

Welcome Center - Grace Engen
 507-429-0502

Worship Coordinator - Ann Weidner
 amweidne@gundersenhealth.org

2017 School Kit Challenge
Ready to handle a challenge?  In 2015 and 2016 English 
Lutheran Ministry Council filled and delivered more than 200 
school kits for Lutheran World Relief.   This year our back-
pack sewers have made over 300 backpacks -   so that is our 
challenge – collect enough school supplies to fill 300 back-
packs - or more!

Each year Lutheran World Relief directs a campaign to collect 
school supplies for needy children around the world. These 
school kits may provide the only school supplies available for 
children living in refugee camps after their families have been 
displaced by war or a natural disaster such as an earthquake 
or flooding. School kits help children, and in some cases 
adults, get an education - a crucial element in achieving 
economic independence and success. Last year our back-
packs helped children in Pakistan where over 700,000 people 
were left homeless due to extreme flooding. Our donations of 
school supplies can and do make a difference.

Our collection of school supplies will begin in July, as soon as 
the Back-to School sales begin. Each backpack will be filled 
with the following items: FOUR 70-sheet notebooks of wide- 
or college-ruled paper, ONE 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler 
with centimeters on one side and inches on the other, ONE 
pencil sharpener, ONE pair of blunt scissors, FIVE unsharp-
ened #2 pencils with erasers, FIVE black or blue ballpoint 
pens (no gel ink), ONE box of 16 or 24 crayons, ONE 2 ½” 
eraser.  When you total this up, to fill 300 backpacks we will 
need: 1200 notebooks, 300 rulers, 300 pencil sharpeners, 
300 erasers, 300 scissors, 300 boxes of crayons, 1500 pen-
cils, and 1500 pens. 

Watch the July school sale flyers and take advantage of the 
low prices on school supplies this summer. Bring your dona-
tions to the church where the Ministry Council will have boxes 
for your donations and will be keeping you posted on how 
many we have of 
each item in order 
to fill 300 ( or more)  
backpacks. 

Thank you for you 
donations  and thank 
you to the ladies 
that sewed all these 
backpacks!
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Gifts and Memorials__
Undesignated
• in memory of Allen Gutzel 
 by Robert and Darlene Dayton, 
 Judith Krause, James Sill, Lou  
 Wuensch, Bill and Karen 
 Newburg, Karen Guptill, and 
 family and friends
• in memory of Gene Retzlaff 
 by Ruth Kuntz and family and   
 friends
• in memory of Sue Eber by Steve  
 and Linnea Mueller, John 
 Monson, and Carol Taebel
• in memory of Gary Iverson 
 by Chris and Beth Weiss
• in memory of Howard Guptill 
 by Allan and Dee Schilling
• in memory of Susan Moss 
 by Kent and Mary Sween
• in memory of Willibald Newburg  
 by Eric and Amy Sander
Building
• in memory of Robert Lindmark, Jr.  
 by family and friends
• in memory of Gene Retzlaff 
 by Bill and Karen Newburg, Boyd  
 and Marla Engbloom
• in memory of Harold McEuen 
 by family and friends
Choir
• in memory of of Gene Retzlaff 
 by Lou Wuensch
Endowment
• in memory of Gary Iverson 
 by Bruce and Pamela Walters

In Honor of Youth for Camp 
Scholarships 
 by Dr. Robert Bendikson

Baptisms________________
05/14/17..Henry David, 
son of Joshua and Jessica Inglett
 

Thank you to all who 
prayed for and who were 
involved in the small 
group ministry this past 
year!  We have heard 
great feedback from 
groups. Many are saying 
We Make the Road by 
Walking is a great book 
to form authentic deep 
faith conversations. The 
small groups have been 
intentionally looking at 
scripture with the book 
as guide, intentionally 
praying together, and 
have formed relationships 
through the six weeks of 
faith conversations. 

We are excited we had 

15 groups that met for 
six weeks in the fall, 10 
groups that met in the 
January Session (both 
new and existing), and 
13 groups over the Lent 
series! We are looking 
forward to adding more 
groups and inviting oth-
ers to join existing groups 
in the next year of Small 
Group Ministry! 

“As co-leaders of a 
Walking with God group, 
we have felt our faith 
strengthen.  Anytime you 
are reading and discuss-
ing scripture this is bound 
to happen. Exploring the 
book We Make the Road 
by Walking is a chal-
lenge our group wants to 
continue.

"We encourage you 
to join or lead a small 

group. You will witness 
your faith strengthening 
as you enjoy the jour-
ney of Walking with God 
together.” - Walking with 
God Small Group Mem-
ber

We will have more six 
week phases of “Walking 
with God” groups coming 
up in 2017 -2018! Look 
forward to more details 
about joining groups in 
the fall, when the next six 
week phase will be, and 
different options for loca-
tions of small groups.
 
We would love for this to 
be an important minis-
try and part of all of our 
church family’s faith life. 

Questions please contact 
Kerri Jahnke (kerri@
englishlutheran.org)

Synod Assembly continued from front page

The synod set a goal to raise $150,000 
in 2016 and from this goal came the 
hunger team’s “Cow Project” which 
gained national attention and helped the 
La Crosse Synod to raise over $208,000 
for World Hunger.

English Lutheran was one of many 
churches in the synod that showed 
growth in their support of World Hun-
ger. Ranking as the second highest con-
tributing congregation, ELC members 
donated $10,575 to World Hunger in 
2016. Other churches honored for their 
work and contributions to World Hunger 
included Trinity Lutheran of Sparta and 
Bethany Lutheran of Cashton.  Assem-
bly participants also voted on the “Best 
of Show” cows with the two winners 
coming from Bells Coulee Lutheran 
Church of Cashton and Our Redeemer 
Lutheran Church of La Crosse.

One of the Assembly Resolutions was 

setting a three year goal of $600,000 for 
World Hunger. To help support this goal 
and add a little fun to the campaign, the 
Synod Hunger Team will be sponsor-
ing the “Feed My Sheep” campaign. 
Like the Cow Project, congregations of 
the La Crosse Synod will collect and 
decorate sheep to represent each $500 
they raise for World Hunger. The sheep 
will be on display at the 2018 Synod 
Assembly at Luther College in Decorah, 
Iowa. Will English Lutheran be partici-
pating? Ewe betcha!

Members of the Synod World Hunger 
Subcommittee include; Bishop Jim 
Arends, Chairperson Dave Bersagel, 
Pastor Kathy Ingbritsen from Immanuel 
Lutheran in Viroqua, Pastor John Ash-
land and Tim Byom from Hardies Creek 
and South Beaver Creek,  Joan Francois 
from Prince of Peace in La Crescent, 
and Bob and Kathy Weeks from English 
Lutheran.

Submitted by Kathy Weeks
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Questions? Contact Kerri Jahnke 
kerri@englishlutheran.org

7th -12th grade 
Looking for families to host. 

Sign Up for 

Sugar Creek Bible Camp

The week of June 25, we will have 
kids going  for a week at camp. 
Sign up with your friends! 

Information at 
www.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org.

The church library is open for self 
checkout throughout the summer.  
Stop in to choose a book for your 
vacation reading.

Summer time is when the library 
committee selects new materi-
als for our collection.  If you have 
suggestions (topics, titles, authors, 
etc): please contact us:
englishlutheranlibrary@gmail.com

Sixteen youth and adults will ven-
ture out to share Gods word and 
love through acts of service, loving 
the children on the reservation, and 
being witnesses for God's mis-
sion. Please pray for our youth and 
parents going on this trip as this is a 
ministry we couldn't do with out all of 
ELC congregation members! 

PINE RIDGE 
Indian Reservation
MISSION TRIP
July 30  - August 4

L I N K
Library 

August - TBD
Noah's Ark Water Park Trip

Opportunity to experience 
service in our community. 

           July 10 -13 
• WAFER
• Community Garden
• clean up litter
• make tie blankets - Lutheran World Relief
• and more

Still time to sign up 
if you have not already!

6th to 8th grade

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Bonfires
Wednesday, August 23

6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Faith Workshop 
will follow

Wednesday, Aug. 30, 
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.

New members will be received 
on the weekend of 

Sept. 9 and 10 at all services.

Contact carol@englishlutheran.org 
if you have questions or are inter-

ested in membership.

New Member
Orientation



GENERAL FUND REPORT AUGUST 2016RT MAY 2017

 RECEIPTS CURRENT MONTH YEAR-TO-DATE
Actual Budget 2016 Actual Actual Budget 2016 Actual

Envelope Offerings 27,331 28,600 29,463 157,085 183,335 156,028
Simply Giving Plan 21,896 24,200 23,235 112,697 114,585 116,181
Other General 728 2,950 2,806 12,650 8,250 11,942
General Fund Total 49,955 55,750 55,477 282,432 306,170 284,151
Benevolence 0 1,572 1,186 4,023
TOTAL 49,955 55,750 57,049 283,618 306,170 288,174

Communion Fund 452 7,950
Memorials -195 7,249
Hungry Jar 527 2,730
Mortgage Reduction 9,755 69,911

DISBURSEMENTS
Benevolence 5,805 8,672 7,935 30,362 33,460 33,601
Stability Triangle 44,339 43,070 45,497 233,318 252,760 253,913
Five Big Rocks 3,697 4,472 3,896 13,236 27,000 11,108
TOTAL 53,841 56,214 57,328 276,916 313,220 298,622

Communion Fund 1,684 6,036
Hungry Jar 772 3,009
Mortgage Reduction
(from Building Fund)
Principal 11,654 20,880 77,796 88,410
Interest 1,095 1,869 5,949 10,335

Going from five Sundays last year to four 
Sundays this year led to a drop in receipts 
of about $7000 for the month of May. All 
of our receipt categories showed a decrease 
which is not unusual when the number of 
Sundays goes down.  

Total disbursements also went down in 
May, being less than last year and less than 
our proportionate budget. For the year to 
date our disbursements are about $20,000 
less than last year, while our receipts are 
down only $5000. We would rather not 
have a decrease in receipts,  but at least the 
decrease in disbursements more than offsets 
the lower receipts.

After making our May payment, the 
mortgage balance is down to $261,000.  

As we near the end of the Keep the Vision 
Growing campaign in December 2017 we 
encourage everyone to complete their cam-
paign pledge if they have not already done 
so. Contributions over and above pledged 
amounts will be gratefully received as we 
work to eliminate the mortgage. THANK 
YOU for your ongoing generosity.

CORRECTION: In April’s financial report, 
Hungry Jar receipts for the month were not 
$480,970. The correct amount was $809.  
The year to date figure was correct. We 
apologize for the error.

Enjoy the beautiful days of summer. 

Finance Committee

General Fund May 2017

Serve
Give&
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ADULT EDUCATION
 & ADULT GROUP LIFE

are now listed on the web.

Click here or go to:
www.englishlutheran.org/

connect--grow.html

ATTENTION 
GROUP LEADERS

Keep your group's 
 information current.
Please send updates

to church office.

http://www.englishlutheran.org/connect--grow.html
http://www.englishlutheran.org/connect--grow.html


Cost to change the ad at anytime: $25.00

Reach 500 households.
100% of ad revenue goes to 
English Lutheran Church.

Advertise in the Voice

CONTACT our volunteer sales representative
Vicki Markussen at 608.386.7883

E-MAIL hi res logos, graphics and text to
csolyst@charter.net

full color two squares .............. $625
full color one square ............... $525
black & white two squares ...... $425
black & white one square ....... $325

Prices for One Year

Bangor ............608.486.2356 Rockland ......... 608.486.1500

Barre Mills .......608.786.2999

Stoddard .........608.457.2100  Holmen ............ 608.781.9095

De Soto ...........608.648.2130  Sparta.............. 608.269.1277

Ferryville .........608.734.3440  Westby ............ 608.634.2311

(S) LaCrosse ..608.788.6300  (N) LaCrosse ... 608.784.8900

La Crosse
La Crescent

Onalaska

Schneider 
Accounting

Accounting and Business 
Management Services 

for Small Business 
and Individuals

Schneideraccounting.com

Phil’s
APPLIANCE REPAIR

608-792-2124
washers • dryers • refrigerators
stoves • ovens • dishwashers

Veteran & Senior Discounts

Thomas Monson 
Senior Vice President/Investments

(608) 785-1727

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated

Financial Planning | Estate Planning 
Retirement Planning | Investments

 

 
 

www.trustpointinc.com   
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July/august
 OUR VISION

By the grace of God, 
English Lutheran Church 

shall be a healthy, 
mission-focused 

 congregation

608•784•9335
www.englishlutheran.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Vicar Lucas Holsten will complete his year of internship at English Lutheran Church 
on the weekend of August 12 & 13. Vicar Lucas will preach at all three services 
that weekend. There will be a reception in the Fellowship Hall between services. 
A basket will be available for cards and gifts for Vicar Lucas. We invite our congre-
gation to join us for worship and to say “Thank You” to Vicar Lucas for a wonderful 
year of service to our congregation. 

Lucas has been a caring and compassionate intern with a deep faith in God and a 
compelling desire to follow Jesus Christ. Lucas set ambitious goals for his intern-
ship and has worked hard to accomplish those goals. With an infectious smile and 
a willingness to help, Lucas has been a joy for both our staff and congregation 
during his year of internship. 

At the completion of his internship, Lucas will return to the Twin Cities where he 
will marry Rachel Biedermann on September 23. Since Lucas already completed 
his academic work at Luther Seminary, he will wait until February when he will 
be assigned to a synod. Once Lucas receives a call from a congregation, he will 
be ordained into the Word and Sacrament Ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. 

Thank You
VICAR LUCAS

www.englishlutheran.org
https://www.facebook.com/englishlutheran
https://twitter.com/englishlutheran
https://www.instagram.com/englishlutheran/

