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Understanding

A Great

the Bethlehem of Today

Please join us for a program explaining the plight and
possibilities of the Palestinian people in Bethlehem.
Presented by
Rev. Bonnie Van Overbeke and Nancy Baumgardner,
frequent travelers to, experts on the area
and representatives of the

sponsored by
Interfaith Partners for Peace and Justice in Palestine/Israel

Thursday, June 15
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
People of All Faiths
Are Welcome.
additional information
please call:
608-788-4346
608-785-1440
A complimentary sampling
of Palestinian appetizers
will be available.

Commitment

Legally, when we make that
decision to have a child we are
committing to 18 years of supporting their basic needs. However, no matter if you have a
child not …I think we all know it
is a lot more than that.
When we talk about stewardship
in the church, we often come to
the conclusion of giving money.
Really what stewardship is all
about is making God the top
priority; allowing us to listen and
asking the question, “What is
next?”
Being in the month of Fathers
Day, it is appropriate to talk
about one of the greatest commitments some of us have or will
take. Growing up, my father has
worked for the same company
since he finished school and has
always worked long days. However, that didn’t stop my dad
from being one of my biggest
role models. He was my soccer coach and my confirmation
leader. My family was regular
Sunday worshipers and went my
continued on page 2
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Worship

Pastor’s Press
Pastor Bonnie Klos

It is right to give our thanks and praise
I don’t know about you, but my heart
does somersaults of joy when we get
to this transitioning dialogue between
the pastor and congregation: The Lord
be with you. And also with you. Lift up
your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
This dialogue forms part of an ancient
rite of the church. It is called the “Sursum corda,” literally translating from
Latin to “raised heart,” so named for
the part where the pastor urges us to lift
up our hearts.
Similar dialogue is found elsewhere in
our worship. In the rite of baptism, the
ELW has a Thanksgiving at the Font
(pg. 230) which includes this dialogue
(or rather, a shortened version of it) and
a longer thanksgiving for God’s saving
actions through water.
Our right, duty, and joy to express
thanks to God is found throughout
Lutheran liturgy. In fact, Evangelical Lutheran Worship offers a service
called the Service of the Word to take
place when pastor is not available to
preside over communion. The intention
of including this was practical: taking
the setting of Holy Communion with
its gathering, word, prayer, meal, and
sending just to remove the meal portion
for canonical reasons made a service
seemed both rushed and missing something. The intent for this new service,
then, was to offer a different thanks-

continued from front page

giving in place. Instead of the Great
Thanksgiving before the communion,
this service includes a thanksgiving for
the Word. You’ll find this text on page
220. If you get a chance, read through
it: it is very neat!

yearly mission trip to Mexico.
My dad even went through training to be a soccer referee when I
was 14 and refereed with me my
first year. He went out of his way
to be with me and instilled the
values that I carry today.

Thanksgiving appears elsewhere too.
The Lutheran order for Morning Prayer
includes a thanksgiving for baptism.
The evening prayer service includes a
thanksgiving for light. The inclusion
of rites of thanksgiving throughout our
worship is no accident. This uplifting and joyous aspect of our worship
makes good on Paul’s final admonishment to the church at Philippi: in every
situation, by prayer with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. As an apt
close, here are the words of response at
the end of worship: Thanks be to God!”

In our society we often run out of
time, but my dad’s motto is, “you
don’t run out of time you make
time.” We all have very busy
lives, but it’s up to us to follow
God so we know what to make a
priority. Notice I didn’t exclude
sports or non-church events,
those are important too and I recognize how those have impacted
my life. When we are born, we
are born with a clean slate and
it is up to us as a community of
people to paint a picture. With
my dad, he had one giant paintbrush for mine. How have your
parents impacted your life? What
were important values to your
parents? We all have the power
to influence each other’s lives,
if we keep God at the center. We
will show our children a form of
love deeper than we could give.

Eddie Kim - Director of Worship

Vicar Lucas Holsten

Saturday..........5:00 p.m.
Sunday............8:30 and 10:00 a.m.
Nursery Sun....8:30 to 11:00 a.m.

our congregation
well. As I write this
article, the committee is spending
time in prayer and
reflection in order
to discern which
candidate will
best fit the needs
of our congregation. When they make their decision
the Call Committee will recommend
a candidate to the Vision Board; the
Vision Board will endorse the candidate and call a congregational meeting. At the congregational meeting,
the members of ELC will be asked to
vote to “Call” a candidate to serve as
associate pastor of English Lutheran
Church. Once she receives the Letter
of Call, the candidate will have 30
days to either accept or reject our
Letter of Call. The Call Committee
continues to ask for your prayers as
they do this work on your behalf.

Our intern in 2013-2014, Vicar Bonnie, is now Pastor Bonnie Klos, the
pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church
in Port Huron, Michigan. Port Huron
hosted the Southeast Michigan Synod
Assembly at the beginning of May
and Bonnie was quoted in the Times
Herald, their local newspaper:
“This is where we do the business of
the church,” said the Rev. Bonnie Klos
of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Port
Huron Township” … Klos said she was
“just thrilled to have the whole synod
come and see Port Huron and experience Port Huron and be a part of this
community.”
It is fun for us to watch our former
interns as they assume greater roles
in the life of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. Bonnie is a
second career pastor who planned
and implemented our first mission trip
to Nicaragua. That relationship with
the church in Nicaragua continues to
thrive. Edgar, our interpreter in Nicaragua,
visited English Lutheran for a couple weeks
in May of this year.

Eva Marie
Restel Wins
Prestigious
Award

Eva Marie Restel's
Joyful Angel was one
of 120 art pieces chosen out of over 1500
for the Wide Open 8
art show in New York.
Her work will be shown
at the Brooklyn Waterfront Artist Coalition
Gallery in Brooklyn,
New York May and June. She is able
to send a small piece along with Joyful Angel. Finding Hope is her newest
piece which will also be featured in
New York.

No Intern in
2017-2018

English Lutheran
Church was not assigned an intern for
2017-2018. Luther
Seminary had 70
interns for the coming year but 58 of
them had geographical limitations.
Consequently there were only twelve
interns available to be placed in all the
other congregations including English
Lutheran.

Call Committee

She was also excited to be named artist of the week for the national on-line
Healing Power of Art Gallery.

The Call Committee interviewed two
strong candidates during the second
week of May. The committee believes either candidate could serve
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CHURCH OFFICE
main phone .................... 784-9335
direct line........................ 784-8876

Pastor Mark Solyst
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SENIOR PASTOR
Pastor Mark Solyst...............ext 205
pastormark@englishlutheran.org
INTERIM PASTOR
Pastor Roger Grow...............ext 206
pastorroger@englishlutheran.org
INTERN PASTOR and
DIRECTOR of FELLOWSHIP
Vicar Lucas Holsten..............ext 301
vicarlucas@englishlutheran.org
DIRECTOR of DISCIPLESHIP
Niki Pohnl.............................ext 204
niki@englishlutheran.org
DIRECTOR of YOUTH and FAMILY
Kerri Jahnke.........................ext 207
kerri@englishlutheran.org
INTERIM DIRECTOR of WORSHIP
Eddie Kim.............................ext 303
eddie@englishlutheran.org
DIRECTOR of MUSIC
Luke Thering.............. 608-335-4268
luke@englishlutheran.org
SENIOR CHOIR DIRECTOR
Amy Hanson..................... 317-1011
hanson.amy@wsalem.k12.wi.us
BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR
Jim Knutson...................... 498-8829
jdknutso@smumn.edu
ORGANIST/PIANIST
Lori Dubczak
lori.dubczak@gmail.com
OFFICE MANAGER
Jennifer Jones......................ext 201
jennifer@englishlutheran.org
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS
Carol Robertson...................ext 202
carol@englishlutheran.org
Sarah Herath........................ext 202
sarah@englishlutheran.org
CUSTODIAN
Terry Welch
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We’re always adding things to our calendar! For a full schedule of events, including community groups that use our church,
please visit our website and click on the calendar button. www.englishlutheran.org

6:30p Delvers
6:30p Vision Board
Crafters Retreat
Crafters Retreat
8:30a Worship
9:30a Coffee Hour
10:00a Worship
11:00a PR Mission Trip
Meeting

Call 608-734-3113 to sign up for one of the Fireside Dinner Theatre Trips
or to receive a detailed flyer/registration for the longer bus tours.

Shareene Berti
Tom and Julie Harkema
Pat Stiphout
Travis and Lisa Weston
and daughter, Caroline.

7:00a Fayze’s

27
26
25

28

29

30

Crafters Retreat
5:00p Worship
Crafters Retreat
7:00a Fayze’s

23
7:00a Fayze’s
3:00p Ministry Council
5:00p Interfaith
Partners

22
21

7:00p Youth Night w/
SCBC Counselors
6:00p Marketing Team
6:30a Men’s Faith
Forum
6:30p Delvers
8:30a Worship
9:30a Coffee Hour
10:00a Worship

24

Brewers Bus Trip
5:00p Worship

17
15

16
3:30p Property Comm.
8:00p Youth Bonfire

7

7:00a Fayze’s

9
8

1

MAY 7

20

Call 608-734-3113 to sign up for one of the Fireside Dinner Theatre Trips
or to receive a detailed flyer/registration for the longer bus tours.

th

19

St.”

WELCOME
Nov. 21
Fireside Dinner Theatre:
“Miracle on 34 St.”
New Members

18

“Miracle on

34th

5:30p Youth Steering
Committee

Fireside Dinner Theatre:

Nov.26-Dec 2 Nashville Christmas Tour

6:00p Evangelism
Council
6:30p Fellowship
Council
6:30p Delvers

Nov. 21

Washington D.C. and Gettysburg Tour

Car Wash Fundraiser
8:30a Worship
9:30a Coffee Hour
10:00a Worship
11:00a PR Mission Trip
Meeting

Nov.26-Dec 2 Nashville Christmas Tour

Oct. 1-7

14

“Church Basement Ladies”

13

Washington D.C. and Gettysburg Tour

12

Oct. 1-7

11

Fireside Dinner Theatre:

Come for Supper &
Hillview Day
6:30a Men’s Faith
Forum
6:30p Delvers

 Aug. 23

We extend
the sympathy
of theTournament Fundraiser –now registering
Aug
26
Golf
Gospel to the families of:
Drugan’s Castle Mound Golf Course
• Beverly Robinson, who died on
2017 Adult Bus Trips
April 16
• Susan Eber who died on April 28
 Aug. 23
Fireside Dinner Theatre:
• Gene Retzlaff, who died on May 6
“Church Basement Ladies”
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2017 Adult Bus Trips

Golf Tournament Fundraiser –now registering

5

Aug 26

June 26

Deaths__________________
Viroqua Hills Golf Course

June

Golf Tournament Fundraiser –now registering
Viroqua Hills Golf Course
Golf Tournament Fundraiser –now registering
Drugan’s Castle Mound Golf Course

Wednesday

June 26

Summer Camp 2017 begins!

4/15/17: Caitlin Roney adult baptism
4/15/17: Caroline Joanne,
June 19:
Yesterday’s Youth – a great day event for seniors
daughter of Travis and Lisa Weston

Tuesday

Yesterday’s Youth – a great day event for seniors

June 11

Monday

June 19:

Upcoming Events

Baptisms________________

Sunday

Summer Camp 2017 begins!

website and either mailed to camp, or scanned and e-mailed
to: kati@sgrcreek.org
Endowment

8:30a Worship
9:30a Coffee Hour
10:00a Worship

• in memory of Howard Guptill, 		
Our summer theme: “The Water of Life,” is based on
James Anderson, and Allen Gutzel
Isaiah 43:2 “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.”
by Bruce and Pamela Walters

7:00a Fayze’s
1:30p Library
Committee
4:30p Internship
Comm.
6:30p Jesus of
Nazareth

Our summer theme: “The Water of Life,” is based on
Isaiah 43:2 “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you.”

Upcoming Events

5:00p Worship
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• in memory of Ken Gribi
or Family Camp registration forms may be printed from our
by Lou Wuensch

Thursday

or Family Camp registration forms may be printed from our
website and either mailed to camp, or scanned and e-mailed
to: kati@sgrcreek.org

June 11

10

Saturday

Online Registration for Summer Camp
Choir is available on our website at: www.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org
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Online Registration for Summer Camp
is available on our website at: www.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org

SUMMER CAMP IS

Undesignated
ALMOST HERE!
• in memory of Ken Gribi
by Chuck and Carmin Gustafson,
Kent and Mary Sween
Our first week of camp is less than a
• in memory of Harold McEuen month away, but there is still plenty of
by Bill and Karen Newburg
time to register for Summer Camp or
• in memory of Leona Amundson
by David and Jeannine Griffith,one of our Family Camp programs.
and Elizabeth Amundson Griffith

2

Our first week of camp is less than a
month away, but there is still plenty of
time to register for Summer Camp or
one of our Family Camp programs.

Gifts and Memorials__

Friday

SUMMER CAMP IS
ALMOST HERE!

5p Worship
9:00a Altar Ministry

&Give

Serve

&Grow

Connect

Youth and Family Ministry

DAY
camp
June 19 - 22
Super Heros

Pre-school Day Camp

Children 3-5 years old
9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Sugar Creek Day Camp

Registration

• $15.00 per child for the week
• Registration forms in the narthex or on the website.
www.englishlutheran.org/childrens-ministries.html
• Pick up extra forms and invite a friend.
• Please drop off the registration and health history forms in the
registration box at the Welcome Center.

Registration needs to be in May 30th!

Nursery

Coordinated by camp counselors
Sponsored by English Lutheran

• $15.00 per child for the week.
• The nursery will be available morning hours only upon request.
Please indicate your request on the registration form.
• 1-2 year old children must be walking.

Children entering 1st - 5th grade
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Volunteers

Many volunteers are needed each day to make this event a success!
Volunteer opportunities are listed on the registration form!

Family Event Closing Program

Snacks and Juice

Each family registered will be asked to help provide snacks and juice.
More information on this will be provided closer to the registration date.

Thursday, June 22
Dinner at 5:30 p.m.

Contact Niki Pohnl at niki@englishlutheran.org or 784-9335, x-204 for more information.

Share Your Abundance
Summer Crafters Dates
Sign up at the Welcome Center
or contact Niki Pohnl for details.
June 23-26 - Friday-Monday
July 24-29 - Monday-Saturday
August 10-13 - Thursday-Sunday
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BONFIRES
Summer Wednesday nights
7th -12th grade
Looking for families to host.

Many of us have gardens, flower beds, and fruitful
trees and sometimes have an overabundance.
The Ministry Council encourages you to bring in your
"extras" in to share with members of our congregation.
Place them on the fellowship table in the narthex
with a note "Free for the taking - Enjoy!"
What a positive way for us to share the gifts God has given us!

&Grow

Connect

22nd Annual

Brewers Bus
Trip!
Sign Up for

Sugar Creek Bible Camp
The week of June 25, we will have
kids going for a week at camp.
Sign up with your friends!
Information at
www.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org.

PINE RIDGE Indian Reservation
July 30 - August 4, 2017
9th -12th grade
We will need parents to chaperone!
$350 per person
ABOUT PINE RIDGE
South Dakota’s Pine Ridge Reservation is the second largest reservation in
the country; it is roughly the size of the state of Connecticut. Around 97% of
the population lives below the federal poverty line. Most 2–3-bedroom homes
on the reservation are occupied by more than 20 people. Life expectancy is
shorter than in any other community in the Western Hemisphere aside from
Haiti. Although there are no easy solutions, there is much to learn from a
people who have weathered both present and past.

Saturday, June 17
Leave church at 9:00 a.m. to travel
to Miller Park and watch the Brewers
take on the Padres.

$50 per person includes
coach bus transport, tailgate party,
game ticket, and FUN!
Sign up at the Welcome Center.

Library

LINK

The church librarians want to
“put a bug in your ear”. Although
Sunday School is not in session,
your church library is open for self
check out. Start your summer off
with a good book.
Our summer project is to do a
complete inventory of library materials, so please return books that
you are finished reading.

SERVING IN PINE RIDGE
• painting, building, cleaning, yard work or other simple work projects.
• Plan and lead kids programming including Bible lessons, games, crafts and
reading.
Questions? Contact Kerri Jahnke
kerri@englishlutheran.org
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&Give

Serve

Financial Planning | Estate Planning
Retirement Planning | Investments
Thomas Monson

Financial Report

The Finance Committee hopes that all of
you had a wonderful Easter season and
are ready to enjoy the warm sunny days of
summer. After April, our financial situation looks very good. In March our receipts
went down about $5000 from March 2016,
but in April our receipts went up nearly
$8000 from April 2016. Our Lenten and
Easter special offerings accounted for the
increase. THANK YOU for your generosity over and above your regular weekly or
monthly contributions.
In addition to our increase in receipts, we
had a decline in disbursements for the
month. This gave us a very nice gain for

April of about $17,000 compared to last
year’s gain of about $6000. For the year to
date we have an increase in receipts and a
decrease in expenses, for which we are very
grateful. We have a year to date gain of
about $10,000 compared to a loss of about
$10,000 in 2016.
Keep the Vision Grpwing, our mortgage
reduction campaign, received nearly $8,000
in April and over $60,000 for the year to
date. We made our regular monthly payment in April, which reduced our mortgage
to $272,603. THANKS again for your
continuing generosity.
Finance Committee

General Fund April 2017
RECEIPTS

Envelope Offerings
Simply Giving Plan
Other General
General Fund Total
Benevolence
TOTAL

CURRENT MONTH
Actual
Budget
2016 Actual
36,230
36,080
36,668
22,521
23,925
23,041
7,585
1,425
-1,352
66,336
61,430
58,357
340
605
66,676
61,430
58,962

Communion Fund
Memorials
Hungry Jar
Mortgage Reduction

716
1,852
480,970
7,750

DISBURSEMENTS
Benevolence
Stability Triangle
Five Big Rocks
TOTAL

5,504
44,673
-1,058
49,119

Communion Fund
Hungry Jar
Mortgage Reduction
(from Building Fund)
Principal
Interest

11,659
1,090

(608) 785-1727
Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated

Adult Group Life
and Adult Ed

Leaders

Phil’s

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Stoddard..........608.457.2100
De Soto............608.648.2130
Ferryville..........608.734.3440
(S) LaCrosse...608.788.6300

608-792-2124

Check the Adult Group Life and
Adult Ed pages on our web site.

washers • dryers • refrigerators
stoves • ovens • dishwashers

www.englishlutheran.org/connect--grow.html

Veteran & Senior Discounts

5,460
43,677
1,167
50,304

4,970
46,495
1,043
52,508

Bangor.............608.486.2356 Rockland.......... 608.486.1500
Barre Mills........608.786.2999

If the information is not up to date,
please contact the church office.
Please remember to contact the
church office whenever information
changes on your group.

YEAR-TO-DATE
Actual
Budget 2016 Actual
129,754
146,668
126,592
90,802
91,668
92,946
11,922
6,600
9,136
232,478
244,936
228,674
1,186
2,451
233,664
244,936
231,125

24,557
188,978
9,539
223,074

Schneider
Accounting
26,768
202,208
21,600
250,576

25,666
208,416
7,212
241,294

4,352
2,237

20,849
1,900

Holmen............. 608.781.9095
Sparta.............. 608.269.1277
Westby............. 608.634.2311
(N) LaCrosse.... 608.784.8900

www.trustpointinc.com

7,498
7,444
2,203
60,156

1,663
522
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Senior Vice President/Investments

La Crosse
La Crescent
Onalaska

66,142
4,854

67,530
8,466

Accounting and Business
Management Services
for Small Business
and Individuals

Schneideraccounting.com

Advertise

in the

Voice

Reach 500 households.

Prices for One Year

100% of ad revenue goes to
English Lutheran Church.

full color two squares............... $625
full color one square................ $525
black & white two squares....... $425
black & white one square........ $325

CONTACT our volunteer sales representative
Vicki Markussen at 608.386.7883
E-MAIL hi res logos, graphics and text to
csolyst@charter.net

Cost to change the ad at anytime: $25.00

NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
LA CROSSE, WI 54601
PERMIT NO. 487

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

June
OUR VISION
By the grace of God,
English Lutheran Church
shall be a healthy,
mission-focused
congregation
608•784•9335
www.englishlutheran.org

Senior Recognition Sunday

top row: Theo Carr, Noah Gorell, Drew Kupietz, Maureen Holman, Signe Johnson
bottom row: Joshua Ehler, Ben Strittmater, Mason Engebretson, Brynna Fennie, Rheanne Kline
not pictured: Connor McCannon, Victoria Price, Lauren Wanders

